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World Religions

	Religion
	Origins
	Holy Books
	Major Beliefs
	Modern

Connections

	Hinduism
	Prehistoric India
	Vedas are considered the most sacred.
	One God who can take many forms;goal to achieve moksha;reincarnation, non-violence
	750 million Hindus in India and Indian communities around the world.
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	Judaism
	Palestine 2000 BC
	The Torah
	One God, Ten Commandments; The Torah as God’s revelation and the plan for proper living
	18 million Jews in the world, most of whom live in the U.S. or Israel
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	Buddhism
	North India

500s BC
	The Tripitaka
	Four Noble Truths; Eight Fold Path; goal to reach nirvana
	335 million Theravada and Mahayana Buddhists, mostly in S.E Asia and East Asia.

	[image: image3.wmf]
	
	
	
	

	Daoism
	China

500s BC
	Tao Te Ching

Chuang Tze
	Natural spontaneity;desire for harmony;sense of the absurd
	Possibly  480 million Daoists, mostly in China
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	Christianity
	Palestine 30 AD
	The Bible
	One God; Jesus son of God and redeemer of humankind
	About 1.8 billion Roman Catholics, Protestants and East Orthodox Christians in the world.
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	Islam
	Arabia 622 AD
	The Quran
	One all powerful, compassionate God; Muhammed was prophet of Islam; Five Pillars of Islam.
	More than 1 billion Muslims worldwide, mostly in Asia and Africa.
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