· The Rwandan Genocide

April-July 1994

· Kigali is the capital of Rwanda

· “Tribal War” or Genocide?


During three short months in 1994, in the small central African country of Rwanda, between 500,000 and one million Tutsi were killed by their Hutu neighbors.

Why??????????????

· History of the Conflict 


What kinds of problems would this land distribution cause?

· Pre Colonial Rwanda

·  Approximately 85 per cent Hutu and 14 percent Tutsi.

· The kings and upper class of both countries were Tutsi, the ordinary population was Hutu.

· Evolution of Titles 

· Originally an ethnic distinction

· Everyone who wasn’t Tutsi is labeled Hutu (Us and them

· Became an economic status

· Gaining wealth meant losing “Hutuness”

· When the Belgians gained the land as part of the Treaty of Versailles in 1918, they used the distinction to “divide and rule”

· Issued passcards to Rwandans 

· Gave preferential treatment to 

   Tutsis (“with the long nose”) 

· Hutu’s had “blunt nose” 

· Tutsi would implement colonial policy in exchange for total domination of Hutu, especially in relation to political and social mobility and ownership of land and cattle. 

· In the 1930s, the Tutsi elite could even demand forced labor and taxes of the Hutu, sometimes taking their land.

· In 1933, racial identification cards were introduced, ending any chance for Hutu social mobility and

     power-sharing, which had survived in parts of the country.

· What we have so far… 

· Tutsi minority is ruling

· Hutus have formed groups to fight against the injustice

· Tutsi refugees have formed groups in other countries

· The Catalyst of the GENOCIDE 

· On April 6, 1994,the airplane carrying Rwandan President Habyarimana and the Hutu president of Burundi was shot down as it prepared to land in Kigali

· Both presidents died when the plane crashed. 

· Responsibility for the attack is disputed, with both the RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front) and Hutu extremists being blamed

· In spite of disagreements about the identities of its perpetrators, the attack on the plane is the catalyst for the genocide 

· The government funded radio station 'Radio Libre des Mille Collines', listened to by all on transistor radios, blasted murderous propaganda, inciting extermination of the Tutsi.

· Hundreds of roadblocks were set up by the militia around the country

· Lieutenant-General Dallaire of the UN Peacekeeping Force who escorted Tutsis in Kigali, were unable to do anything as Hutus kept escalating the violence and even started targeting the peacekeepers themselves 

· Facts of the Killings

• Most of the killings occurred during the first month.

· After this the large scale killings died down

• Big massacres happened in churches. A couple of

· huge massacres of tens of thousands in football

· stadiums.

• Many killed in smaller groups at roadblocks, in the

bush/marshes or simply in their homes

• Number of killers: Estimates vary from tens of

thousands into the millions. 

