	The Roman Achievement

The Romans were more imitators than originators of new ideas.  They adapted much of the Greek culture.  They even worshipped the Greek gods, but changed their names.  Roman civilization spread to faraway lands.  The blending of Greek, Hellenistic and Roman cultures is called Greco-Roman civilization.
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Roman artists, architects and writers borrowed ideas from these different cultures.  The Romans used Greek statues in their homes and public buildings.  Romans adapted the realistic Hellenistic style where statues showed every detail of a subject, even warts (yuck) and veins.  Builders used Greek columns, however, Roman buildings were mighty and grand rather than simple and elegant.  Many Romans spoke and wrote in Greek, however, the greatest writers such as Virgil, Horace and Livy used the Roman language of Latin for literature.  Latin became the basis for the Romance languages (Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian).


The ideal Roman woman was loving, dutiful, dignified and strong.  During the late republic and early empire, however, women gained greater freedom.  Patrician women especially played a larger role in society than did Greek women.  They went to public baths, dined out, and attended theater or public entertainments with their husbands.  Women from all classes ran a variety of businesses, from small shops to major shipyards.  Most women, though, worked at home, raising their families.    


Romans were practical.  They built excellent roads, which “all lead to Rome”, bridges, harbors and aqueducts, or bridge-like stone structures that brought water from the hills to the cities.  The Romans did little scientific investigation.  They did, however, put science to practical use.  They used geography to make maps, and medical knowledge to improve public health.  The Roman’s greatest achievement was its law.  The Romans gave the world the Justinian Code, which later influenced the modern legal systems of the Americas and Europe. Under this system, people were equal under the law, were innocent until proven guilty and decisions were based on fairness.  
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1. The blending of Greek, Hellenistic and Roman cultures is called __________-Roman.

2. The Romans __________ many ideas from other cultures, especially the Greeks. 

3. The Romans Legal system greatly influenced many countries in Europe and ______________. 

4. The Romans used knowledge to build ___________, to carry water. 

5. The Romans buildings were usually very _______, unlike the simple Greek style. 

6. The greatest Roman writers used the language of _______ instead of Greek.

7.The Roman can be described as very ____________.

8. Roman _______ enjoyed greater freedom than the Greeks.  

9. The greatest Roman Achievement was its’ _______of laws. 
