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The Incas




While the Aztecs were building an empire in Mexico, another group was creating an empire in South America.  This group was the Incas.  By the early 1500’s, the Incas ruled an empire that stretched 2,500 miles along the Andes Mountains.    


The Incas worshipped many gods but the sun god was the most important.  The ruler of the Incas was viewed as the son of the sun god and his title was Inca.  The Inca was an absolute ruler with both political and religious power.  Religion affected all parts of daily life.  All people in the empire had to practice the Incan religion.  Powerful priests conducted ceremonies and monthly festivals of sports and rituals.


Because an Inca had several wives and many children choosing a new Inca often created a problem.  Only one son could become the new ruler.  The sons of the Inca often fought bitterly with each other for control.  These constant disputes helped lead to the downfall of the Incas.  


Efficient centralized government united the empire.  Nobles ran the provinces and officials collected taxes and kept records a collection of knotted strings called quipu.  The great mass of people under the Inca and the nobles had a difficult life.  They were told where and when to plant crops and what share they had to give to the Inca.  The people were required to build roads, bridges, palaces and temples.  They were also forced to serve as warriors in time of war.  Every person in the empire was required to work.  In return, the government made sure that each person had food, clothing and shelter.  The Incas strictly controlled the lives of the people within their empire.  All people had to speak the Incan language, Quechua.  Government officials decided what job each person should do and whom each person should marry.  

Despite their limitations in their geography, the Incas found a suitable method of farming.  They used a system called terraced farming.   The terraces were built one above the other for thousands of feet.  Inca farmers grew mainly corn and white potatoes.  Both of these foods were still unknown to Europeans.   

The government built an amazing system of roads to unify the empire.  This system allowed them to have fast communication between villages and cities.  They also used it to move food, supplies and allowed military troops to move faster.  The Incan roads stretched for 10,000 miles and all roads led to the capital city of Cuzco. The standard width of the roads was 24 feet.  There were markers along the road to tell the distance to the next village.  The roads belonged to the government.  No one could use the road without special permission.  The Incas did not have wheeled vehicles.  Travelers and messengers walked to their destinations and they used llamas to carry goods.
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Fill in the answer and find it in the word search.

1. The Incans had a strong, centralized__________________________.

2. All the roads in the Incan empire led to _______________.

3. The ________ carried goods for the Incans.

4. Since there were no wheeled __________, everyone had to _______ everywhere.

5. The Incan Empire included the _________ Mountains.

6. The government charged a ___________, and Incans were forced to build the road system.

7. _________ is the language spoken by the Incans.

8. The emperor is considered to be the ____ of the sun.

9. _________ were placed along the road, indicating distance to the next village.

10. The Incas had ceremonies and __________ to honor their gods.

11. Official kept records on knotted strings called __________.

12. Since the Incas lived in the mountains they had to adapt and use a method called _______________ farming.

List 5 ideas for the theme park project. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
�








