THE HAN  DYNASTY
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When Shi Huangdi died, (ya hoo!) the people revolted.  The Han Dynasty replaced the Qin and ruled from 206 B.C. – 220 A.D.  Liu Bang, an illiterate peasant farmer, defeated other rival armies.  Guess what he claimed?  If you thought the Mandate of Heaven you are wise just like Confucius.  The Han changed the harsh laws of the Qin and continued to unify China.  One way he did this was by decreasing taxes.  Unlike Shi Huangdi, he based his policies on another philosophy… Confucianism.  


The most famous Han emperor, Wudi ruled from 141 B.C.  – 87 B.C.  He developed the Civil Service test.  The person with the highest score got the best job.  It was no longer who you knew, but rather, what you knew.  People spent their lives studying for these exams.  This was how a person moved up the social ladder and received a good job with the government.  Even a poor farmer could get off the farm, move on up and get a nice cushy job in the Forbidden City.  (The Untouchables of India would have been envious.)  

Wudi earned the title, “The Warrior Emperor” because of his endless campaigns to expand power and drive nomadic invaders away.  

To make alliances with nomads to the west, Wudi and later emperors arranged marriages between nomadic chiefs and noble Chinese women.  At one point, he exchanged 1,000 horses from Central Asia for the hand in marriage to a Chinese woman.  

Han China was the most advanced civilization of the time!  The Han learned to make paper out of wood pulp.  They invented the wheelbarrow, the fishing reel, the rudder (a device used to steer ships), acupuncture (treatment with needles to reduce pain), anesthetics to ease the pain in simple operations, the parachute, the hot-air balloon, suspension bridges and the seismograph (detects earthquakes).  They wrote textbooks on chemistry, zoology and studied astrology.  They also built beautiful palaces and temples.  Artisans carved jade and ivory.  Getting a piece of jade jewelry back then would be like getting a three carat ring from Tiffany’s.

So where did they trade their goods?  Well, not on the LIE but rather on the Silk Road.  Silk was not the material for this 4,000-mile road but what was actually traded on it. The secret silk making process was eventually smuggled out of China along this road. It was put in the lining of the headdress of a Chinese princess.  The road connected China with lands as far west as Rome.  It was very dangerous to travel along this trade route. 

So what happened to this great dynasty?  Weak rulers let canals and roads fall into disrepair.  They began heavily taxing and peasants revolted.  Ambitious warlords took over.  For 400 years of disunity, China was separated into various kingdoms.  Invaders came in and set up their own states.  

1.  How did Liu Bang get into power? 

2. What philosophy did Wudi base his government on? 

3.  How did people get government jobs?  

4. Name four achievements of the Han. 
5. Which contribution is most helpful to your life?  Explain.  
6.  What was the Silk Road?  
The Civil Service Exam—Ancient China:  China is a large country and for most of its history it was ruled by emperors.  The government was run by officials called mandarins.  In the United States we call them civil servants.  To become a civil servant you must pass a test.  The Chinese were the first to use a test to hire civil servants.  

Preparation for the exams was difficult and started sometimes before birth. A pregnant woman wishing for a gifted son would sit straight; would avoid clashing colors and strange food; and would hear poetry and the classics read aloud. Boys age 3 began learning characters and began the study of the classics at school at age 8. By age 15, boys learned and memorized the Confucian classics. They also practiced writing poems, essays, and calligraphy. 

The exams were in theory open to people from all socio-economic backgrounds except the "dishonored classes," and some candidates were from families with no record of civil-service status. But only a small minority, sons of elite families, could afford the time and money to study for the exams. And some men were allowed to inherit or purchase official posts, by passing the exams.

Women were barred by law from taking the exams, with the following exceptions. During the mid-7th and early 8th centuries the female ruler and emperor Wu Zetian allowed women to obtain highest degrees, jinshi, at the civil service exam if they were successful at poetry exams.

[image: image2.wmf]The test was given in an examination hall in Peking, with several hundred small rooms.  To prevent cheating, people taking the tests were locked in the room for two nights and three days.  Under no circumstances was the door opened.  Sometimes the students died or committed suicide while taking the test.  Even then the door was not opened, but a hole was cut in the door to remove the body. 

The success rates of these exams were extremely small: During the Tang Dynasty the passing rate was about two percent.  Candidates were known to repeatedly fail exams. Some committed suicide because of the disgrace that these failures brought to their families. Others continued taking exams even as very old, grey-haired men. For those who passed these exams and were selected for administrative positions; meant that their clans or families also rose in social prestige and wealth. 

1.  List three things that young boys did to prepare for the exam.

2.  Which group of people mainly took the civil service exam?  Why?

3.  How were people who passed the civil service exam rewarded?
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