The Forty-Seven Ronins

Lord Kira, a superior, repeatedly insulted Asano, a daimyo, until Asano aimed a dagger at his tormentor and missed.  A council was summoned and condemned him to commit harakiri and ordered his castle and property to be confiscated to the state.  After the lord had killed himself, his samurai became ronins, masterless.  Forty-seven of them felt honor-bound to avenge him.  After a year in which they avoided suspicion by acting like drunks and buffoons, publicly disgracing themselves and their families, the determined ronins followed a carefully planned attack and killed Lord Kira.  Their obligation to their lord fulfilled, they still had an obligation to the shogun which, under their code, could only be paid by all of them committing seppuku.  This they did, to the great admiration of their contemporaries and to that of many succeeding generations.

Fill in the boxes going down. 
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1. Bushido has elements of Shinto, Confucianism and ______________.

2. The Japanese Bushido code can be described in eight _____________.

3. Japanese ___________ follow Bushido.

4. Death is preferable to disgrace is describing ___________.

5. Seppuku, hara-kiri and jigari are forms of ____________.

6. If given a choice the Samurai must choose to _____ or he will be regarded as a coward.  

7. Asano’s __________ avenged him by killing his superior and committing seppuku.

8. Explain the actions of the ronins.

9. Pretend that you are a samurai warrior.  Write down your personal code.  

