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The Fall of Great Empires 
Document Based Question 

 

 
Historical Context:  
 
Throughout history empires such as the Roman and Byzantine faced various problems that led 
to their decline. The decline of these empires influenced changes in societies and regions.  
 
Task: Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, answer 
the questions that follow each document. Your answers to the questions will help you write your 
introduction and first body paragraph, in which you will be asked to: 
 
Select one empire mentioned in the historical context and for each 

 Identify and describe problems that lead to the empire’s decline. 
 Discuss the effects of these problems within the empire. 
 Discuss how the decline of this empire influenced changes in a society and/or outside 

the empire. 

 
Chart Outline: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thesis: 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

[Outside Information] Identify and describe problems within the Roman army 
from 350-476 AD. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

 

 

  

 [Outside Information] What do you know or remember about Emperor 
Diocletian? 
 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

 [Outside Information] What do you know or remember about Emperor 
Constantine? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
[Outside Information] How did the political split of the Roman Empire affect 
religion? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__ 


