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The Divorce that Changed the World

Son:   My parents Mr. and Mrs. Europe lived in Rome and were very wealthy, so wealthy that they bought a second home in the East.  When they started having problems they separated.  My Mom moved the East and Dad stayed in the West.

Dad:  We thought that by separating for a while we could work things out, but the distance made us grow further apart.  

Mom: At first I was nervous about being on my own, but our home in the East was beautiful and I met so many new people.  The more I stayed the less I wanted to return home.

Son: I saw my parents’ relationship splitting and my brothers and I tried to get them back together, but our efforts failed.  There were too many irreconcilable differences.  

Dad: After my wife left my life changed drastically.  I was so depressed.  I lost my job and ended up working for someone who basically controlled me.  I started drinking and had no money.  I was in a real slump.

Mom: I loved my new life.  There were so many different people and things to see.  I was able to preserve some of my old life and culture.  Since we were in such a great location I was able to sell my Mosaic artwork in the market place.  I am never going back to my husband.

Son: Well my parents are not talking at all.  Each one talks badly about the other.  They cannot be in the same room without arguing and disagreeing on everything.  It amazes me that they were ever happy at all.  But then something happened that forced them to talk again.

Mom: I started dating a new man from the East.  However, after our relationship progressed, he wanted to take over my home and all the wealth I accumulated (there were no pre-nups back then). I was losing control and needed help.  Even though my husband and I are not speaking, I knew he would not want to lose his property either.

Dad: My wife called the other day and pleaded for my help.  Even though I am very angry with her, I do not want anyone to take our land.  I gathered all our sons and journeyed east to help her.  We did succeed in saving her land for the meantime.

Son: My parents will probably never get back together, but at least the lines of communication are open.  

Dad: My life has gotten so much better since I returned.  I was astonished at how well she was doing and it made me realize what I was missing.  I bought some of her artwork and sold it to the people here, who have never seen such rare items.

Mom: I appreciate the help that my husbands and sons gave me, you can always count on family, or can you?

The Byzantine Empire

The Byzantine emperor Constantine rebuilt Byzantium and named it Constantinople.  Constantinople got its wealth from trade.   In 330, Constantine made Constantinople the capital of the Roman empire.  In time, the eastern Roman empire became known as the Byzantine empire.


The Byzantine empire reached its peak under Justinian.  His armies reconquered lost parts of the old Roman empire.  However, these victories were only temporary.  Later emperors lost these lands again.   After a fire in 532, Justinian made Constantinople even grander, rebuilding the church of Hagia Sophia.  Justinian also had the laws of ancient Roma organized into a collection known as Justinian’s Code.  He ruled the empire as an autocrat, or sole ruler with complete authority.  His wife, Theodora, served as his advisor or co-ruler.  


The Byzantine emperor controlled Church affairs.  He appointed the patriarch in Constantinople.  The patriarch, not the pope, was the highest Church official in the Byzantine empire.  During the Middle Ages, eastern and western Christianity grew apart.  This was due in part to a disagreement over icons, or holy images.  In 1054, other disagreements caused a complete split known as the Great Schism.  The Byzantine church became known as the Eastern Orthodox Church.  The western church became known as the Roman Catholic church.


By this time, the Byzantine empire was declining.  In 1090’s, the Byzantine emperor asked the pope for help against the Muslim Seljuks.  This started the First Crusade.  In 1204, knights on the Fourth Crusade attacked Constantinople.  The Byzantines lost control of trade and much of their wealth.  In 1453, Ottoman Turks conquered Constantinople.  They renamed it Istanbul and made it the capital of their empire.


The Byzantines left an important legacy.  They combined Christian beliefs with Greek science, philosophy and arts.  Their scholars preserved Greek literature.  They also produced their own great books, especially in history.

True or False, correct statement if False.

___1. After the fall of the Roman Empire, both Western and Eastern Europe fell into an economic and cultural decline. 

___2. Eastern Orthodox became the dominant religion in the East.
___3. Justinian’s goal was to make his empire as great as the old Roman Empire. 
____4. Justinian preserved Roman laws by collecting them under Justinian’s code.
____5.   The Byzantine empire lasted a short time and did not influence western civilization.
6. Who controlled the Byzantine church?

7. Who conquered Constantinople in 1453?

Create a time line based on the above events. 
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