The Crusading Spirit Declines

	Enthusiasm for crusading came like a gale at times, then dropped to a quiet breeze almost as quickly.  These later crusades often had more of a gangster than a religious motive to them, and none came out as planned.


The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204) was called by Pope Innocent III, but was used by the Venetians, who transported the 12,000 crusaders, to attack a port belonging to the Christian ruler of Hungary and Constantinople.  
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The Crusaders never went beyond the Byzantine capital, and their behavior everywhere they went was an embarrassment to the Pope.  The threat of excommunication was not even enough to stop them from their cruel deeds. 

The Children’s Crusade (1212) ended in disaster for those who joined.  In Germany and France, children were caught up in the crusading spirit; they believed that in their innocence they could accomplish what the older crusaders could not.  Led by a peasant boy named Nicholas and encouraged by their parents and some priests, many children joined the banner.  Many died while trying to cross the Alps, and others who managed to get to the ships were taken to North Africa and sold as slaves.  The Fifth Crusade (1217-1221), Sixth Crusade (1228-1229), Seventh and lastly the Eighth Crusade (1270) ended in defeat for the crusaders.


Several important changes occurred as the result of the crusades. (1) They were the first united effort of Western Europe. (2) They stopped Moslem expansion that threatened Europe.  (3) They increased the power of kings, since many of their more powerful vassals were away. (4) They hastened the rise of cities since the feudal lords needed the cities’ help to finance their trips.  (5) They improved relations between lords and peasants and tended to unite the society.  (6) Europeans became more familiar with geography. (7) Europeans became aware of new products, new methods of farming, and the writings of Greeks and Romans that had been long forgotten in Europe. (8) Europeans discovered that the Moslems were not barbarians.  Their scholarship was superior and Europeans became aware of how much they had to learn. (9) On the negative side, the idea that religious wars were pleasing to God caused the bloodshed and persecution of small minority groups in Europe.

True or False

1. ___ The Children won their Crusade.

2. ___ Religion was still the major motive of the Crusades.

3. ___ Europeans wiped out the Moslem religion.

4. ___The kings increased their power.

5. ___ Europe became more unified.

6. ___ Trade ended.

7. Why did the parents let their children fight in the crusades?

Name_______________________________
Date________________

Results of the Crusades
Below are 3 general headings that describe the Results of the Crusades in Europe.

A.  Broadened the Peoples Outlook and Encouraged Learning.

B. Stimulated Trade and Towns

C. Weakened Feudalism and Strengthened the Power of the Kings.

Listed below are the specific reasons that caused the above changes.  For each reason put the result. 

____1. There was an increased European demand for eastern products such as spices, silks, rugs, paper, glassware and precious stones.

____2. The Crusaders were exposed to the superior Muslim and Byzantine civilizations.

____3. Some nobles sold their lands to raise money for their expedition.

____4. Many serfs escaped from feudalism by joining the Crusades.

____5. The Crusaders observed powerful governments, great cities, flourishing trade, prosperous industry, progress in the arts & sciences.

____6. The Europeans saw the great universities maintained by the Moslems.

____7. The Crusaders stimulated European interest in education by showing that the Moslems had preserved and utilized Greco-Roman knowledge.

____8.  Trade increased and money replaced barter.

____9. Many powerful nobles were killed in the Crusades.

____10. Since trade requires law and order, the rising merchant class opposed the feudal lords and supported the kings.

____11. Increased geographic knowledge was acquired.

____12. Towns grew in number and size

____13. Lords needing money for their equipment allowed the serfs to use money rather than products and services to use the lord’s land.  

____14. Crusaders brought back knowledge of mathematics, science, literature and art.

____15. Serfs fled to the growing cities.  After spending a year and a day in a city, a serf became legally free.

____16. When the Crusaders returned home, they introduced new ideas and tastes.

___17.  The bourgeoisie (middle class) acquired wealth and influence. 

