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The Age of Absolutism

Provide a Title for this political Cartoon: _________________________________________

The Age of Absolutism

The Rise of Nation States

	Autocrat
	Reformation
	Balancing the Power
	Nation-states
	Absolutism

	Mercantilism
	Commercial Revolution
	Divine Right Theory
	Renaissance
	Machiavellian


Besides the cultural (Renaissance), religious Reformation) and economic (Commercial Revolution) changes that took place in Western Europe from the late 1400’s to early 1800’s, there also came significant political changes. 

By the end of the Middle Ages (1500), England, France and Spain emerged as Nation-states, political units with strong monarchs and centralized governments.  These new political units were usually created by powerful monarchs who tried to rule their nations and subjects with complete or absolute authority.  During the 1400’s – 1700’s, many nations of Western Europe ruled by the divine right theory, the belief that their authority to rule came directly from God, leading to absolutism, where the power in government rests in a single ruler.  These absolute monarchs or autocrats attempted to increase the power and wealth of their nations and themselves, some were more successful than others.  Many absolute monarchs accepted the Machiavellian axiom “the end justify the means” to pursue their goals.  The economic policy of Mercantilism benefited the monarch’s desire for wealth and power, because it allowed the government to control commerce in order to amass vast quantities of gold and silver and to insure a favorable balance of trade. 

As these nations emerged, competing monarchs would often join forces to prevent another nation from gaining too much power, therefore, balancing the power. 

“Power tends to corrupt, absolute power corrupts absolutely!”

1. Do you agree or disagree? Defend your position.____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Refer to the Cartoon on the front cover to answer the question below.

What is the cartoonist stating about the governmental authority of the king, “Tyrannosaurus Rex?”________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Does the author of the cartoon agree or disagree with the above statement?  Explain. _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Refer to the Cartoon to answer the question below.

What is the cartoonist stating about the authority of the king, “Tyrannosaurus Rex?”___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Does the author of the cartoon agree or disagree with the above statement?  Explain. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Extending Spanish Power

	In the 1500’s, riches from the Americas were flowing into Spain.  As a result, Spain became the most powerful nation in Europe.  King Philip II ruled Spain from 1556 until 1598.  Philip, an absolute monarch, believed that God had given him the right to rule.  Philip often said, “It is best to keep on eye on everything.” 
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Philip thought of himself as guardian, or protector of the Catholic Church. Using the Inquisition, he persecuted people who were not Catholic and fought against the spread of Protestantism.  At one point he led a huge naval fleet, the Spanish Armada against Elizabeth I (his English Protestant enemy).  However, they were defeated in 1588, due to inclement weather and faster English ships.  All Muslims and Jews had previously been expelled from Spain and he fought with the Muslim Empire of the Ottomans.


Philip II helped to make the period from 1550 until 1650 a golden age in Spain.  He set up schools of science and mathematics and supported the arts.  The artist Diego Velazquez painted portraits of the royal family.  El Greco used bright colors to paint religious pictures and portraits of Spanish nobles.  In literature, Lope de Vega wrote more than 1,500 plays, including comedies and romances.  Cervantes wrote Don Quixote, the first novel in Europe.  


In the 1660s, Spanish power slowly declined because rulers spent too much money on wars and overseas.  "Your majesty spends so long considering your undertakings that when the moment to perform them comes the occasion has passed and the money has been spent." (Pius V).  The Spanish relied on gold and silver from their American colonies.  As a result, they neglected business at home and the abundance of gold and silver caused inflation.  At the same time, the middle class felt they were being taxed too much so they stopped supporting the government.  By the late 1600’s, France had replaced Spain as the most powerful European nation. 

	___1. belief that right to rule comes directly from God
	a. absolute monarch

	___2. Famous Spanish Painter
	b. El Greco

	___3. Ruler with complete control over the government and people.
	c. divine right

	___4. Church court used to persecute Protestants
	d. Spanish Armada

	___5. Spanish fleet sent to destroy England
	e. Inquistion


Notes: Extending Spanish Power
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France under Louis XIV~ Le King Soleil

	The period from the 1560s to the 1590s was a turbulent time in France.  Catholics fought bloody religious wars against French Protestants, called Huguenots.  Then in 1598, Henry IV became king.  He granted religious toleration to the Huguenots, in the Edict of Nantes.  France then had peace.
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French kings, like the Spanish were absolute rulers.  Henry IV and later kings increased royal power by making the government stronger and controlling the nobles.  Louis XIII destroyed the walled cities of the Huguenots yet allowed them to practice their religion.  The king defeated the private armies of the nobles, but gave them high positions in court to keep them loyal.  Louis XIV continued to strengthen the monarchy.  He sent officials to collect taxes and rule the provinces.  Louis made his army the strongest in Europe.


During the 72-year reign of Louis XIV, French culture spread throughout Europe and set high standards for the arts.  Like his great grandfather Philip II of Spain, Louis believed in divine right.  He took the sun as the symbol of his power, and is often quoted as saying, “L’etat, c’est moi” (I am the State). However, many of his foreign and domestic policies failed.  Louis fought many wars for power and land.  Other European nations thought France was too powerful, so they formed alliances, creating a balance of power, preventing them from dominating Europe.  Louis persecuted the hard-working Huguenots, more than 100,000 of them fled, leaving the French economy to suffer.


The French economy could not support Louis XIV’s lavish court.  At The Palace of Versailles, Louis hosted extravagant parties.  On one occasion, each guest received a lottery ticket for a prize of jewelry, and every ticket would be a winner.  Some 600 nobles flocked to the royal palace for a week of pageants, sports, ballets, dances, plays and music.    Daily elaborate ceremonies occurred, emphasizing the king’s own importance.  Each morning and night, nobles and wives of nobles fought for the privilege of holding the royal wash basin or handing the king his diamond buckle shoes.

	___1. alliances between countries that prevented any one nation from dominating Europe?
	a. Huguenots

	___2. French Protestants
	b. Versailles

	___3. Proclamation granting toleration to Huguenots.
	c. balance of power

	___4. Where Louis XIV’s elaborate palace was located
	d. Sun King 

	___5. belief that right to rule comes directly from God
	e. divine right

	___6. Louis XIV’s nick-name
	f. Edict of Nantes


Note Taking: France under Louis XIV~ Le King Soleil



Triumph of Parliament in England

	From 1485 until 1603, Tudor kings and queens ruled England and worked well with Parliament.  When the Tudors wanted to make changes, they consulted Parliament first.  When Queen Elizabeth died in 1603, the Stuarts came to power.  They angered Parliament by acting like absolute rulers and ignoring Parliament’s power.
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One Stuart king, Charles I, got into trouble with Parliament.  He put his enemies in prison without a trial, collected very high taxes, violating the Petition of Rights, which prohibited the king from raising taxes without Parliaments consent or imprisoning anyone without just cause. He also angered the Puritans by trying to revive Catholic practices in the Protestant Church.  When Parliament tried to stop him, Charles dissolved, or broke up, Parliament.  

In 1642, civil war broke out between Charles I and Parliament.  The war was between the Cavaliers, fighting for the king and the Roundheads, fighting against the king.  Oliver Cromwell led the Roundheads to victory and seven years later; Parliament put Charles on trial and beheaded him.  Charles was the first European king to be executed.  For a time, England did not have a king.  It was a republic known as the Commonwealth.  Then in 1660, Parliament invited Charles II to become king.


In 1688, another Stuart king, James II, angered Parliament.  This time, Parliament invited Mary, the daughter of James, and her husband William to replace the king.  James fled to France.  This was called the “Glorious Revolution” because it took place without any fighting.  Before William and Mary took power, they accepted the English Bill of Rights, which limited the power of the king and granted parliament control of money.  Now Parliament had a great deal of power.  In this way, England became a limited monarchy, a government in which a legislative body limits the monarchy’s powers.

	___1. A government with a monarch who has limited power
	a. limited monarchy

	___2. Supporters of Charles I in the English Civil War
	b. Parliament

	___3. England’s legislative body
	c. Oliver Cromwell

	___4. States no person can be held in prison without just cause and prohibited king from raising taxes without Parliaments’ consent.
	d. Glorious Revolution

	___5. Lead the Roundheads in the English Civil War.
	e. Petition of Rights

	___6. Stuart king is dethroned and William and Mary acquire the throne without any bloodshed
	f. Cavaliers


Note Taking: Triumph of Parliament in England


Absolute Monarchy in Russia

	Peter the Great (1682-1725) became czar and absolute ruler of Russia.  Peter wanted to make Russia modern and powerful.  He introduced western technology, improved education, developed new industries, and encouraged trade.  He strengthened the Russian government and reduced the power of the nobles.  However, Peter forced the Russian people to become more western, using terror to carry out his plans.  Peter insisted that noblemen shave their beards and replace their old fashioned robes with Western European clothes.  
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To encourage men to shave, Peter imposed a tax on beards in 1705, a “beard license” was sold to allow men not want to shave. He forced tens of thousands of serfs to drain swamps to build his symbol of modern Russia, St. Petersburg.  Thousands died, but Peter got his city.  His policies maintained serfdom in Russia, long after it had died in Western Europe.


In foreign policy, Peter built a strong army, expanded Russian territory and gained ports on the Baltic.  Peter wanted a port city where the water did not freeze during the winter, allowing Russia to trade with the West all year long.  However, Peter was not successful in gaining a warm-water port.  Russian pioneers crossed the Siberia and explored the Bering Strait.  Some Russians even settled in California.


Catherine the Great (1762-1796), another absolute monarch, comes to power.  She reorganized the government, set up schools for boys and girls.  She also encouraged western ways, she even introduces the French language into Russia.  Catherine does give more rights to the nobles, but allows the peasants to suffer. Under Catherine, Russia finally won a warm-water port on the Black Sea.  In the 1770s, Catherine and the rulers of Prussia and Austria agreed to divide up Poland.  

	___1. Seized part of Poland
	a. Peter the Great

	___2. Forced western customs on Russians. 
	b. Catherine the Great

	___3. Both leaders wanted this for year round trade.
	c. St. Petersburg

	___4. Thousands of serfs died building this city.
	d. warm-water port

	___5. In addition to Russia, split up Poland.
	e. Austria & Prussia


6. List three goals of Peter and Catherine the Great.

a. 

b. 

c.

7.  Why did serfdom last in Russia longer than in European countries?
Note Taking: Absolute Monarchy in Russia
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Paragraph: Summarize your learning by using as many of the key words as you can.  Do not simply give definitions of the terms.  Use them in sentences that show you understand their meanings.  Check off terms above, as you use them.  Circle terms below, in your writing.
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Directions:

1. Read and complete information on your person.

2. Create a Harvard Outline based on the information that you read.  Present it to the group.  Explain the information as they write it down.

3. Create a study guide with your group highlighting the main ideas.
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