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TANG AND SONG DYNASTIES 
The Tang Dynasty (618 A.D. – 907 A.D.).  After the Han dynasty declined, China remained divided for nearly 400 years.  Then in 618, the Tang dynasty reunited the Chinese empire.  The next two dynasties created Golden Ages in China because of all the wealth and inventions that occurred.  (At the same time, Europe was experiencing the Dark Ages and epidemics such as the Black plague.)  The first two Tang emperors were father and son. They conquered lands in Central Asia and forced Vietnam, Korea, and Tibet to become tributary states, these states remained independent, but their rulers had to recognize Chinese power and send tributes (gifts, money) to the emperor.  Empress Wu came to power during this time.  No other time in Chinese history had a woman held the same power as a Chinese emperor.  (Girl power at its best)  The Tang was successful partly because they reinstated the Civil Service exam, set up schools and redistributed land.  The government took land from the rich landlords and gave it to the poor.  (Similar to that Communism did to China in 1949.)  The government could now reduce taxes for the people and since the poor owned land, they could now also pay them.  They also built a Grand Canal that linked two rivers, making it possible for food from the south to be sent to regions in the north.  However, during the mid 800’s, Tang rulers closed its door on all cultural influences from the West.  Like earlier dynasties, they weakened and were attacked by foreigners.  Government corruption, drought and famine also led to the downward swing of the dynastic cycle.  What a surprise!

The Song Dynasty (960 A.D. – 1279 A.D.)

In 960, a scholarly general reunited much of China and the Song dynasty was created.  Chinese culture dominated East Asia and the economy expanded.   New grains of rice were created and improved irrigation methods, allowed peasants to produce two rice crops a year.  This created a surplus, giving people free time to trade and study.

Foreign trade also increased and the government now issued paper money.  Women during this early period tended to have a higher status than in China’s later history.  Wives had great authority and managed finances and discipline.  However, women’s rights later in this period, took a major hit when foot binding was introduced.  Girls at the age of four were subjected to this mutilation.  The goal was to produce tiny feet, a feature that supposedly made women more attractive.  (Sorry ladies if anyone has a size seven or up.  You probably would have become an old maid.)  

1.  What is a tributary state?_____________________________________________________

2.  Why was the Tang so successful?  _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. How did the construction of the Grand Canal improve communication in China?  ______________________________________________________________________________

4.  What agricultural advancement contributed to the economic success of the Song?  _________________________________________________________________________________

5.  The Tang and the Song dynasties were considered ____________________ since they were wealthy time periods where many inventions took place.

6.  How could foot binding have led to a decrease in status for women of the Song Dynasty?  ____________________________________________________________________________
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I. Tang & Song Dynasties

Golden Ages: Prosperity & Peace 
A.  Tang 618-907 AD

1. ____________________________: Other regions paid China to remain independent

2. __________________: _________________ to rule in her own name

3. Reinstated Civil Service exam

4. ______________________: increased communication btw. _____________ & _______________.
5. Banned all __________________________
     a. 1,000’s of Buddhist monasteries destroyed 

B. Song 960-1279

1. ________________________________________ (Silk Road $$$$)

2. _______________________ (not good for women)

3. Sea Exploration:  ________________________________________________
C. Achievements of the Tang & Song
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