Station 4—Roman Art:
Roman art had a close relationship to Greek art. As you may remember, Greek people were interested in ideals: For example: What is the most beautiful man? What is the most athletic man? But the Romans were more interested in realism, what things and people really looked like in everyday life.  
About 200BCE, the Romans began conquering, and this changed their art styles a great deal. As the Roman soldiers marched through Greece, they saw much Greek art in the temples, and in the cemeteries, and people's houses. The Romans thought of the Greeks as role models, and so whatever the Greeks were doing in art, the Romans wanted to do. They brought home a lot of the Greek art they saw (either by buying it or by stealing it) and they also brought back Greek sculptors (often as slaves) to make more art for them in Rome. 
However, the Romans did not copy Greek art exactly.  The Romans just adjusted their style to fit their needs.  For example, even if you had an imperfection such as a wart or wrinkles, in the art, it would show.  The only characters that did not always look “real” were gods or political figures.
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Does this wrinkly puppy look real or ideal? 








