Station 3:  Engineering:

Roads:  There is an old expression, "All roads lead to Rome.” Each time a new city was conquered, a road was built connect every part of the empire back to Rome.  The Romans built thousands of miles of roads. Up until about a hundred years ago, people were still using these roads, as roads! In recent years, instead of building new roads, modern engineers simply covered many of the old Roman roads with a coat of asphalt. 

To help people find their way, while traveling these roads, the Romans invented the milestone. The milestone usually gave the mileage to the nearest large city. 

[image: image1.wmf]Aqueducts:  When you hear and see the word “aqua,” what word instantly comes to your mind?  Give up?  As cities grew, the ancient Romans needed more fresh water. To solve this problem, they built aqueducts. These were massive construction projects. 

An aqueduct is the entire conduit - from fresh water spring to town.  (CONDUIT—A natural or artificial channel through which fluids may pass through). 

Where aqueducts had to cross valleys, some were built above ground, on arches. Most of the time, they were underground conduits, and sometimes conduits lying right on the ground. These conduits could be made of clay or wood, covered or encrusted with stone. The pipes inside the conduits, that carried the water, were made of lead.  Needless to say, aqueducts allowed people to move further away from the coast.
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