Station 2:  Entertainment:
[image: image1.wmf]The Romans built many buildings that have withstood the test of time.  One of the many impressive structures that the Romans built was the Colosseum.  Located in the present day city of Rome, its structure once stood over 64 meters (.3 miles) high with eighty entrances and could hold upwards of 50,000 spectators. Public events such as gladiator fights and wild animal hunts were held at the Colosseum. Gladiators were usually recruited from criminals, slaves (especially captured fugitives), and prisoners of war. Criminals, having lost their citizen rights and slaves and prisoners of war, had no choice about becoming a gladiator, if they had the physical and emotional make-up necessary for the profession. During the staged fights as many as 10,000 people were killed. After 404 CE gladiatorial battles were no longer held, but animals such as lions, elephants, snakes and panthers continued to be massacred in the name of sport until the 6th century.  
Primary Source:  A letter to a friend explaining the Gladiatorial Games  

65 CE

I turned in to the games one mid-day hoping for a little wit and humor there.  I was bitterly disappointed. It was really mere butchery.  Men were thrown to lions and to bears. There was no escape for them. The slayer was kept fighting until he could be slain. "Kill him! Flog him! Burn him alive" was the cry: "Why is he such a coward? Why won't he die willingly?" Unhappy that I am, how have I deserved that I must look on such a scene as this? Do not attend the games, I pray you. Either you will be corrupted by the crowd, or, if you show disgust, be hated by them. So stay away.

