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About 50 years after the Roman Republic was formed, the leaders of the Republic wrote down these rights in what history refers to as "The Twelve Tables", because the written laws were organized into 12 sections. These laws addressed topics such as property, crime, family, theft, marriage and inheritance. It is important to note that these laws were written down. They were engraved on tablets of metal and put on display at the Forum in the city of Rome. These laws were the same laws for every Roman citizen, be they rich or poor. (At the time, only adult free males were citizens. Just as in Greece, women, children, and slaves were not citizens.) 

Excerpts from the Twelve Tables:

On your answer sheet, decipher the meaning of the following laws.

1. A man might gather up fruit that was falling down onto another man's farm.
2. A person who had been found guilty of giving false witness shall be hurled down from the Tarpeian Rock.
_________________________________________________________

