Name____________________________



Date__________

SKIT: INVESTIGATIVE NEWS REPORT




Period____
Directions: You are to write a skit in your small group that will be presented in class.  The skit will be based on the facts from your documents as well as your knowledge of the Gilded Age.  

The premise of your skit is that you are living in the year 1900, and you are passionate about exposing one of the major problems in society.  You will be covering the news story the way it may have been done if television was around at the turn of the 20th century.

You will write a skit in which one of you is the main news reporter (or muckraker*) and is interviewing three or four other Americans affected by the particular problem in society.

Be sure to include SEVERAL FACTS from the documents provided as well as your Gilded Age notes and general knowledge.  HAVE FUN AND BE CREATIVE!!!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SKIT ROLES: Find your group below in order to assign parts to your group members.

Group A: How the Other Half Lives

1. Muckraker (investigative reporter)=Jacob Riis

2. 40 year old immigrant living in tenement

3. 16 year old living in tenement

4. 6 year old living in tenement

5. Tenement landlord

Group B: History of the Standard Oil Company

1. Muckraker (investigative reporter)= Ida Tarbell

2.and 3. small oil refinery business owners

4. former oil refinery small business owner now working in a sweatshop in the city

5. John D. Rockefeller

Group C: The Jungle

1. Muckraker (investigative reporter)=Upton Sinclair

2. and 3. workers in a meat packing plant
4. a consumer

5. owner of a meat-packing plant

Group D: Railroads on Trial

1. Muckraker (investigative reporter)=Ray Stannard Baker

2-4. farmers

5. Cornelius Vanderbilt

Group E: Shame of the Cities

1. Muckraker (investigative reporter)= Lincoln Steffens

2. Thomas Nast (cartoonist)

3.and 4. immigrants

5. William "Boss" Tweed

Group F: Life in the Factories

1. Muckraker (investigative reporter

2. adult factory worker

3. child factory worker

4. Samuel Gompers

5. Factory owner
*Note: Although we are referring to the new reporters in the skits as "muckrakers" remember that during the time period we are studying, the muckrakers were journalists who wrote in various publications.
