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Geography & Early History of Rome
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I. Geography of Rome-Italy

	Geographic Feature
	Impact on Culture

	1. Peninsula in Mediterranean Sea
	

	2. Centrally located in Italy
	

	3. Italy Centrally Located in the Mediterranean Sea
	

	4. Flat Fertile Plains & 
Few Natural Barriers
	

	5. Apennine  & Alps Mts.
	


Why were the Romans successful in conquering such a large territory?
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B. Early History

    1. 1st people __________, taken over by _______________

        a. 509 BCE-drove out _________________________

2. ______________: elect officials to govern 

        a. Senate: _____________________________
        b. Consuls: ________________________ 

3. Social Classes

        a. Patricians: ______________________________________ 

        b. Plebeians: _________________________________________

4. Plebeians demand & receive written laws.

        a.  The Twelve Tables: ___________________________________ 
        b. Tribunes: _______________________________________________

        c. Can hold any office in the government

5. _______________: ruler w/ absolute power in times of war.  

6. _______ use Roman _____________________ 2,000 years later. 

	The Geography and Early History of the Roman Empire

Rome began as a small city-state near the coast of central Italy.  Italy is a peninsula that sticks out into the Mediterranean Sea.  That location helped the Romans.  Low mountains presented few natural barriers to expansion.  People farmed on the fertile plains to support a growing population.  
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The traditional date of the founding of Rome is 509 BCE.  The earliest inhabitants of Rome were the Latins and later invaders from Asia Minor took over, but were eventually overthrown by the Latins.  Romans did not want a king with too much power, so they set up a government called a republic.  In a republic, people choose officials to make decisions for them.  At first, all government officials were patricians, or in the landholding upper class.  The plebeians (farmers, merchants and traders) had little power.  In 450 BCE, the plebeians demanded written laws.  Then they won the right to elect their own officials.  Eventually plebeians served in all government jobs.


By 270 BCE, the Romans had conquered all of Italy.  They went on to conquer Carthage, Macedonia, Greece and parts of Asia Minor.  They were able to do so partly because they had a strong, well-disciplined army.  The Romans also treated their enemies well.  Conquered people were allowed to keep their own government and customs.  In return, they had to pay taxes to Rome and supply soldiers for the Roman army.  Some conquered people even became Roman citizens.

True or False

1.____ Rome had high mountains that prohibited unity. __________________

2.____Rome is a peninsula in the Mediterranean Sea.

3.____Rome got their idea of a republic from the United States.

4. ____ In a republic people vote directly on all laws.

5. ____Patricians are the landholding upper class.

6. ____The Plebeians had no rights at all.

7. The members of freshman classes at America’s military academies are called plebes.  Why do you think this is so?
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