
Name Date:

AIM: To what extent is the nickname "Rivers of Sorrow" appropriate for China's Yellow River and Yangztee?"

CHINA'S SORROW

The early Chinese on the Yellow Plain found it difficult to live in an area where the river kept changing

its course. So they bunt dikes of earth, one on each side of the river, to keep the Hwang No (Huang He or

Veflow River] in place. Building these dikes solved one problem for the farmers. But it created another problem

for them.

The Hwang Ho was no longer able to spread its load of mud in a thin layer over a large area. Instead, it

spread its mud in a thick layer over a narrow area. This raised the river bed so that when a great flood came

the river flowed over the dikes and across the farmers' fields. The farmers built the dikes higher. After a while

the river again raised its bed and overflowed. The farmers built the dikes higher still. And so it went, on and on

and on, through the centuries...

Another problem arises when the Hwang Ho breaks through the dikes in one spot or another as it does

about every second year. Because the river flows on a ridge, the water cannot drain back. Instead it remains

on then land unti(it evaporates. This sometimes takes as long as three years. So in addition to destroying

growing crops, a Hwang flood prevents farmers from planting new crops. (s it any wonder that the river is

known as "China's Sorrow"?

-from The Story of China, Greenblatt and Chu

1. Explain the problems the Ancient Chinese faced when living near the Yellow River.

2. Discuss the effectiveness of the Ancient Chinese solution to this problem.



Part II

Andent Chinese historinns tried to understand dyrwstic

change "Phey came up with a theory: The Oyrassic Cycie

~~ ~z ~,_ ~,~ ~.
Mandate

A new Wier of Heaven
unifies China ~u $ ~ ~` L gained
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1. Define Dynastic Cvcle.

2. What role, if any, did the river play in this cycle?

hAcny crises iriggesed by natural disastus,

k foreign invcsions or paGtiml infighting.
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6 When crises disrupt farming, ensuing
famine pushes people to rebel.
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p Warfare and £¢mine mu~
V dramatic population decrease
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and founds a new

dY~+`tY~ Mandafe of Heaven gained,
the byn¢stic Cycle restarts

Part III: Application tome Nresen~

Directions: As we watch "Yellow River China's Environmental Sorrow" fill in the graphic organizer below.

Positive (+) Negative (-)



Name: Date:

AIM: To what extent did the Ancient Chinese create a successful civilization?

Directions: Read "The Secrets of a Successful Ruler." Fill in the report card for Pan-keng below, using a U (unknown,

,fail), S(satisfactory) and P (pass). Be sure to justify each grade you assign.

Category Grade Justification

Technology

I
I i

Writing

Institutions

i:ities — -- - --

Specialization

i



Part II

~'.

Consider the achievements of the Ancient Chinese. Then in each speech bubble write a comment about how that

individual's civilization compared to or was different than Ancient China.
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