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The Rise of Russia


Russia has three main regions.  The northern forests are cold, with poor soil.  In the south, fertile land made farming possible.  The steppe is an open, treeless grassland.  It provided pasture for herds and allowed nomads to move from Asia into Europe.


Two people came together to form the first Russian state.  The Slavs came from Asia to southern Russia.  Vikings traveled south along Russia’s rivers, and traded with the Slavs and with Constantinople.  The city of Kiev was the center of this trade.  Russians date the start of their country at 862, when a Viking tribe called the Rus began to rule.  Kiev was their capital.


In the 800s, Constantinople sent missionaries to Russia.  Two Orthodox monks developed Cyrillic alphabet, which is still used in Russia.  During the reign of the Rus king Vladimir, Orthodox Christianity became the religion of the Rus.  Russians were influenced by other aspects of Byzantine culture in art, music and architecture.


Between 1236 and 1241, Mongols invaded Russia.  They were known as the Golden Horde.  They controlled Russia for the next 240 years.  They demanded tribute, but let Russian princes continue to rule.  They also tolerated the Russian Orthodox Church.  Trade increased under the Mongols.  However, Mongol rule cut Russia off from Western Europe, where many advances were being made.


In 1380, the princes of Moscow led other Russians to a victory against the Golden Horde.  Moscow then became Russia’s political and spiritual center.  Ivan the Great, who ruled between 1462 and 1505, took control of much of northern Russia.  He tried to limit power of the nobles and sometimes called himself tsar.  This is the Russian word for Caesar.  His grandson, Ivan IV, became the first Russian ruler officially crowned tsar.  However, Ivan IV became unstable and violent, earning the name Ivan the Terrible and leaving Russia in rebellion. 

Match the influence with the group/person responsible. 

A. Byzantine

B. Mongols

C. Ivan the Great
        D. Ivan the Terrible

1.____Force Russians to accept their rule

2.____Brought Christianity

3.____ Influenced art, music and architecture

4. ____Introduce absolute power

5. ____Left Russia in rebellion

6. ____Limits power from the nobles

7. ____Cuts off Russia from Western Europe

8. What region of Russia allowed nomads from Asia to move into Europe?

9. All of these groups/people influenced the history Russia. List as many groups/people that influence the United States? _________________________________________________________________________________
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