Name _____________________          I. Muslims in India: 1100-1857 

A. Cultures Meet: Religion
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A. Hinduism is an ancient religion that evolved over 1,000s of years. Hindus recognize many sacred texts and pray before statues representing many different gods. Hindus often celebrate the gods with elaborate dances and celebrations. Brahman is the highest spirit and is responsible for creation. Hindus accept differences in social class (caste) status in order to honor Brahman. The caste system decides every aspect of an individual’s life. Cows are sacred in India.  
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A. Muslims are devout monotheists who do not allow any visual depiction of Muhammad and are against the use of animal idols or statues. They have one sacred text the Quran.  In comparison to the other main world religions, Islam was the last to be created.  According to the teaching of Islam, all believers are equal in the eyes of Allah and there is no established social hierarchy.  Eating pork is forbidden, but beef is fine.  

	A. Hinduism


	A. Islam

 


B. Government & Economics: By the 1100’s Muslim armies pushed into India and controlled the northern region. A sultan, or Muslim ruler, established Delhi as the capital of the Delhi sultanate, which ruled from 1206 to 1526. Muslim rulers changed Indian government. Sultans welcomed immigrants and scholars, and trade increased. In an effort to convert individuals to Islam, Muslims intimidated Indians with brutal attacks which often led to death or the destruction of Buddhist temples and sacred Hindu relics. The religion of Buddhism was not strong enough and declines as a major religion in India. Hindus had to pay a non-Muslim tax. 

1. What are one positive and one negative result of the spread of Islam in India?

Positive: 





Negative:
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B. Government & Economics
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C. Social & Religious: Initially, Hindu and Muslim religious beliefs clashed, creating many conflicts. Gradually, however, Muslims allowed Hindus to practice their own religion. As the cultures began to blend, some Hindus converted to Islam and some Muslims adopted Hindu customs and beliefs. The exchange of ideas led to the creation of beautiful art and architecture. A new language emerged called, Urdu, which blended Arabic, Persian and Hindi. Even a new religion called Sikhism came into existence. Sikhism combined both Hindu and Muslim ideas. Sikhs believe in the unity of God, reincarnation, and reject the caste system. 

C. Social & Religious 

1. Urdu: ________________________________________________________
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	Sikhism

1.

2.

3.


D. Mughal Dynasty:  In 1526, Turkish and Mongol invaders conquered India.  They set up the Mughal dynasty.  The most important Mughal was Akbar the Great (1556-1605). He organized a strong central government, improved the army, and supported international trade. He allowed Hindus to work in government and promoted peace through religious tolerance. He married a Hindu princess to help rule the empire.  The Mughal rulers of India were incredibly rich.  Akbar’s grandson Shah Jahan owned seven thrones covered with jewels and a coat so heavy with gems two servants had to hold him up.  

What are two of Akbar the Great’s accomplishments?

D.  Mughal Dynasty 1526-1760

A Love Poem In Marble

The Taj Mahal is said to be the greatest monument in Mogul history, but the Taj Mahal has also stood as a 400 year testament of love.  In 1625, Akbar’s grandson Shah Jahan took the throne.  The young emperor served as a patron for the arts, encouraging both Hindu and Islamic architecture to flourish.  Hindus decorated their temples with carved sculptures of their gods.  Muslims, forbidden by their religion to carve human figures, decorated their mosques with quotations from the Koran.  

Shah Jahan, had many wives, but his most cherished was Mumtaz Mahal, or Taj Mahal-the Crown of the Palace.  The two were married when Shah Jahan was 20, and during their 18 years together they were inseparable.  She even followed him to battle to wipe sweat from his brow.

Mumtaz, pleased her husband by bearing 14 children, but she died delivering their last child.  On her deathbed she asked her husband to build “a monument of perfect proportions” to symbolize their perfect love.  The grief stricken emperor complied.  He spent the next 20 years creating a magnificent tomb, the Taj Mahal.  He hired 20,000 jewelers, builders, masons and calligraphers.  The craftsmen worked for two decades to assemble a masterpiece.


The completed monument is 2,000 feet long by 1,000 feet wide.  At each corner stands a three story minaret, or Muslim prayer tower.  In the center, the domed mausoleum, a glistening white shrine encrusted with semi-precious jewels, oversees a calming pool.  Directly below, sealed in a vault, rest the remains of the famous lovers.


Shah Jahan intended to build a black marble replica of the Taj Mahal across the Jumma River from its white twin joined by a black and white bridge.  But in 1658, Shah Jahan fell ill.  Shah Jahan lived out the rest of his day gazing at his life’s work.  


1. What does Taj Mahal mean?

2. Why was it built?

3. What culture does the Taj Mahal represent Hindu or Muslim?  Provide evidence.
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Hindu & Muslim Beliefs








