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Global History 

The Monsoons in the Indus River Valley
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Today, as in the past, a defining feature of Indian life is the monsoon, a seasonal wind.  In October, the winter monsoon blows from the northeast, bringing a flow of hot, dry air that kills crops.  In late May or early June, the weather seems to change over night! The summer monsoons begin to blow air from the southwest which picks up moisture over the Indian Ocean and then drench the land with daily downpours. 

The monsoon has shaped Indian life.  Each year, people welcome the rains that are desperately needed to water the crops.  If the rains are late, famine and starvation may occur.  More than 1,000 years ago, a poet hailed the arrival of monsoon rains after a long dry spell:

         “The summer sun, who robbed the pleasant nights,

          And plundered all the water of the rivers,

          And burned the earth, and scorched the forest-trees

          Is now hiding; and the rain-cloud,

          Spread thick across the sky to track him down,

          Hunt for the criminal with lightning flashes.” 

Yet, if the rains are too heavy, rushing rivers unleash deadly floods which kill thousands of people and crops.  

Questions
1.  What are the Monsoons?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why do people in the Indus River Valley rely on the Monsoons?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  How can the Monsoons be both a blessing and a curse?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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