Name:










US11 Per: _____
Date: 

The Missouri Compromise

When the territory of Missouri applied to become a state, Congress and the nation had to face a unique issue that had far-reaching effects both for the settlement and for the future political status of all the new states that might be carved from the vast area gained from France in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. 

Should slavery be allowed in the new state of Missouri? The fact that southern slaveholders had already migrated into the Missouri territory made this a question of great importance. When the bill for becoming a state came before the House, Congressman James Tallmadge of New York offered an amendment that would have prohibited (banned) the further introduction of slavery and would have eventually freed the offspring (kids) of slaves then in the territory. The Tallmadge amendment passed the House but was rejected by the Senate. 

The issue was resolved by a two-part compromise. First, Missouri gained admission to the Union as a slave state, with a provision that portions of the Louisiana Territory lying north of 36' 30' north latitude would be free.  (This limitation was later overturned by the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act and by the 1857 Dred Scott case) Second, Maine was simultaneously admitted to statehood, which enabled the Senate to keep the balance between slave and free state representation -- twelve of each. The enabling act of March 6, 1820, made it clear, however, that fugitive slaves could be apprehended (captured) north of the compromise line and returned to their owners. 

Questions:
1.  Why did Missouri want to be added to the union as a slave state?

2. Why was this a problem?

3. What is Congressman Tallmadge’s suggestion?

4. What was the compromise reached?

5. How will this solve disagreements over slavery?
