Name_____________________________

The Medieval Church

	After the fall of Rome, The Christian Church split into eastern and western churches.  The western church became the Roman Catholic Church.  The pope headed it.  The pope claimed to have power over secular, or non-religious, rulers.    Religion was an important part of medieval life.  The Church had absolute power over Christians.  The church had its own laws and courts, referred to as Canon Laws.  
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A person who did not obey the rules of the Church could be excommunicated, or cut off from the Church.  Excommunicated people were unable to receive the sacraments, sacred rituals of the church.  People shunned an excommunicated person.  Church officials were the only educated people.  Rulers often needed them as advisors.  The church played an important role in daily life for peasants.  Besides providing religious services, it was a social center.  Christians would attend village churches.  Priests at the village churches provided any education available. All Christians had to pay taxes, called a tithe to the church. 


Some Christians became nuns and monks.  They spent their lives serving God.  Nuns and monks did important work.  They cared for the sick and poor people by providing hospitals and housing.  They preserved learning and set up schools for children.  These religious people set up food and shelter to travelers.  Some were missionaries, traveling to other places to spread the word of God.


As the Church became rich and powerful, it began to have problems.  Some church leaders ignored their vows.  Priests paid less attention to religion.  Growing corruption caused some people to work to reform the Church. 

Matching:

	____1. Head of the Roman Catholic Church
	a. excommunication

	____2. People who travel to spread the word of God
	b. tithe

	____3. Non religious
	c. missionaries

	____4. Being cut off from the Church
	d. secular

	____5. Tax paid by all Christians to the church
	e. pope


6. What important work did nuns and monks do?

