Who will win the WAR of 1812?

	Americans
	British

	Number of soldiers in the United States Army in 1812: 7000

Approximate number of seaworthy battleships in the American navy in 1812: 12

Allied with Napoleon

Still showing same weaknesses from Revolution.


	Number of soldiers in the British Army in 1812: 243,885

Number of British soldiers stationed in Canada in 1812: 6000

Approximate number of seaworthy battleships in the British navy in 1812: 500

Approximate number of seaworthy British battleships stationed in the Western Hemisphere in 1812: 80


Number of British casualties suffered in the Battle of New Orleans: 2036




For many Americans today, the War of 1812 is all but unknown. Some may remember that it gave us our national anthem; a few will recall that it ended with an unnecessary but victorious battle at New Orleans. But beyond this historical trivia, the War of 1812 has left little to the popular memory.

But did you know that an entire region of the United States opposed the war's declaration, withheld supplies, refused to commit troops, and even threatened to secede from the union in protest?

Did you know that in many battles the soldiers simply refused to fight?

Did you know that the political future of one of America's most important presidents was launched by this war?

Did you know that the most important First Lady of the nineteenth century subtly strengthened the presidency and reorganized the political arena during this war?
James Madison, who stood less than 5'5" tall, was short even by the standards of his contemporaries. Some accounts suggest he weighed as little as 100 pounds.

Among Dolly Madison's many improvements to the White House was the installation of its first bathtub.

After the British burning of Washington, a bill calling for the permanent removal of the capital to another city was only narrowly defeated in Congress.

John Payne Todd, Dolly Madison's son from a previous marriage, earned a reputation in Washington as a playboy. President James Madison, at least in part in an effort to remove the source of embarrassment, sent his stepson to St. Petersburg as an attaché with the American diplomatic delegation. But the plan backfired—Todd ran up exorbitant bills on the president's accounts while chasing women in Europe.

