Name_____________________________

Learning, Literature and the Arts

	By 1100’s, economic, social and political conditions in Europe had improved.  This change created a need for education.  The Church wanted a more educated clergy.  Rulers needed people who could read and write to help run the government.  Wealthy people wanted their sons to have important jobs.

The Church set up schools to train the clergy, but eventually laymen, or people who were not in the clergy, could attend.  Some of these schools became the first universities.  You thought school was bad now.  At Medieval universities the students had to wake up at 5 a.m. for prayers, then went to cold rooms with hard benches and had to memorize arithmetic, astronomy, grammar and logic.  They stayed in school until 5 p.m., then took oral exams, had a light supper and studied the rest of the night.  Women were not allowed to attend university. (I guess they were lucky!!!!).  
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During this period new learning was reaching Europe.  Scholars rediscovered the ideas of ancient Greece, Rome and the Muslim world.  While many studied theology (religion), another school of the thought, scholasticism, developed that used reason to support Christian beliefs

Important changes took place in Medieval European literature.  Writers began to use vernacular, everyday languages that ordinary people could understand.  Authors such as Dante (Divine Comedy) and Chaucer (Canterbury Tales) wrote stories about warrior heroes and ordinary people that showed courage and humor.  These works give us an idea of what life was like.

Changes also took place in architecture.  Some architects built in the Romanesque style, stone churches that looked like Roman fortresses.  Others built huge Gothic churches with pointed arches, high ceilings, and supports called flying buttresses.  Stained glass windows and marble statues showed Bible Stories to the illiterate.

	____1. Italian poet who wrote the Divine Comedy
	a. Chaucer

	____2. Used reason to support Christian beliefs
	b. stain glass windows

	____3. Everyday languages of ordinary people
	c. Dante

	____4. Religious studies
	d. vernacular

	____5. Told stories from the Bible 
	e. scholasticism

	____6. Wrote Canterbury Tales
	f. flying buttresses

	____7. People not in the clergy
	g. theology

	____8. Gothic supports to make ceilings higher
	h. laymen


9. How did the art & architecture reflect people’s view and values at the time?

