One Life to Live (or die… on March 15th)

Setting: The following story takes place in Rome, Italy in the year 65 BCE – 45 BCE. It is a story about successes and failures, triumphs and tragedies, loyalty and betrayal.  The date is July 12th 65 BCE and Caesar and his girlfriend are chatting (his wife is at home). Caesar is a little bit of a “player” and has several girlfriends during his three marriages.
Characters: Starring.. Narrator

	Julius Caesar: governor, senator, consul, dictator


	Pompey popular 
general, consul & 

“co-worker”
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	Crassus: wealthy Roman & 

 “co-worker”
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	Cassius : senator  
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	Brutus: senator, “friend” 

to Caesar, lover of the 

Republic. 
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	Octavian: Caesar’s 
grand-nephew, adopted son. 
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	 Mark Antony : not the 

singer, loyal friend to 

Caesar.
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	Girlfriend
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Caesar - What a great day! I just love my birthday…this is a great month. I think I’ll change Quintilis to Julius (July) in honor of me!
Girlfriend - Great Gaius… do people ever call you that? It is your name.

Caesar- No, I go just by Julius, that’s it.  Listen I have to leave and go to the baths. I am very concerned about the welfare of the poor people and need to reflect on how I can improve their lives. It upsets me big time. 
Narrator: Caesar and girlfriend leave. Later at the public baths we see Caesar and Pompey hanging out.
Caesar- Ah…. There is so much to think about… so much land to conquer…so little time.  You know what troubles me so? I feel no one really cares about the little man… you know, the poor farmer who is down on his luck… what if I give them more gladiator games, since I am after all the current Director of Public Events. What do you think?
Pompey – Sounds good. I suppose as consul I could lend you the money. I do worry about finances though. You know we cannot constantly give “them” things to make them happy. Money is getting tight. Hey, I was thinking of going to Gino’s later. You think they will have that cool salad that you made? I love all those croutons and cheese and the dressing… mmmm! 
Caesar – They absolutely will. All righty, I must get ready for my trip to Gaul (France). They are resisting being conquered. Don’t they know the Roman legion is so focused and intent on spreading our territory for the love of ROME. Don’t they know, how determined they are? They work for free and supply their own weapons? They should just give it up.  They don’t have a chance! 
Narrator - Crassus walks up and joins them.
Crassus – Good luck man. Hey listen, before you go, Pompey and I were talking. We think the three of us would make a good team. Our territory is getting so big we need another person to help us rule. Since you are such a skillful general and have had more jobs than anyone we know, we think you’d be perfect for the job.  You definitely have the experience.  We want to create a Triumvirate.  What do you think?

Caesar- Sounds like a plan… count me in. 
Narrator: So the three of them now are rulers for the next 10 years.
Pompey – Are you a little concerned that the majority of the people really like him… maybe a little too much. 
Crassus – Do you think he’s getting too much of a following? I don’t like that he divided up land and gave it to the poor…. kind of like an ancient Robin Hood. 
Pompey – The people do love him and his army. They are so loyal, they would lay down their lives for him. They are more loyal to him than to Rome.
Narrator: Later that year, Caesar took his troops to France. He led his legion in a grueling but successful campaign to conquer ALL of Gaul (France).  Because he shared fully in the hardships of war, he won his men’s loyalty and devotion. He now became Pompey’s political rival. Pompey was jealous, and scared of this military genius’s popularity with the people of Rome. He told Caesar to return back to Rome, without his army. Caesar knew that if he returned without his army-it would mean his death.  Pompey felt that Caesar was planning to attack Rome. Caesar crossed the Rubicon River (it’s actually a stream) and was now out of France and in Italy. By not obeying Pompey and the senate, it was considered an act of treason against Italy.
Pompey – That’s it Caesar. Meet me in Rome, its goin’ down. 
Narrator - A civil war broke out in the country.  
Caesar – Bring it on Pompey.  You don’t scare me. 

Narrator: Can you guess what happened? Caesar kicked Pompey’s tush in 49 BCE.  Pompey fled to Egypt and later was killed there. Meanwhile, Crassus was killed in battle in the Middle East. 
Caesar – That was easy. Now, I’m going to Asia Minor and get some more land. Long live Rome! 
Narrator - When he got there, it was no time before the land was his. This is when he said the famous….
Caesar - Veni, vidi, vici! 
Narrator - I came, I saw, I conquered! Caesar returned to Rome in 46 BCE, where he had the support of the army and the masses. That same year, he forced the Senate to name him, “Dictator for Life”… He then decided he needed a vacation.
Caesar – I am off to Egypt to take in the sites… checks out those cool pyramids and hang by the Nile. 

Narrator - While there, he meets Cleopatra. Months later, he has a baby with her named Caesarieon.
Narrator: The year is now 44 BCE. Back on the ranch… I mean the senate floor, Brutus and Cassius are hanging out.
Cassius – You know, now that Caesar gave himself the title, “Dictator for Life,” I think he is getting too arrogant. He thinks he is all that. 

Brutus – What do you mean?

Cassius – I’m just saying he is getting too powerful. He is ruling like an ABSOLUTE RULER.  We do not want to have a ruthless dictator on our hands like our ancestors had with those mean Etruscan kings. He is really starting to upset the rich and other senators. He’s taken some of their land and divided it among the poor.  He even gave them jobs by constructing new public buildings.  And the lands he won… he let his retired military men live there. He also let the poor live there because they are down on their luck.  Ahhh…he even granted citizenship to lots of people in our provinces. 
Brutus – Don’t worry man… everyone loves Caesar. 
Cassius – Yes, that’s the problem! Aren’t you scared of his power, success and popularity?  Don’t you love the republic and everything it stands for? Where are your loyalties? I think we should “take care of him” if you know what I mean.
Brutus – What?

Cassius – Just join us. Sixty other senators are joining our team… don’t be left out. Do it for Rome… for our future! For our republic! 

Narrator: March 15th comes and Caesar enters the senate floor… it’s too sad to even write about it. Sixty senators stab him to death…. twenty - three times!  Some historians write that when he saw Brutus he said, “Et tu Brute?” (meaning, “and you also Brutus?) but that is questionable. We really don’t know if it was said.  Shakespeare threw that into his play.  We now see two newcomers come on the set, although they have been around for awhile, Mark Antony and Octavian. 
Mark – I am so upset about Caesar… I really admired and loved him. I want to speak at his funeral. I’m really clever and I am going to pretend to befriend the conspirators so I find out who was behind it. I can be cold hearted as I am passionate.  I am so sad… I think I’ll write a song about it…. Oh Caesar.. “You’re the reason I can fly.”  Well, I must go home now and see my wife Octavia.  
Octavian – Good. I’m glad you have her. I too want to get those who conspired against my great uncle/adopted dad. Let’s make a pact to find out who killed our beloved Caesar and take vengeance on them.
Narrator: They discover that Brutus and Cassius were involved. Cassius soon committed suicide, reportedly with the same dagger that he used on Caesar and Brutus killed himself with his own sword. The big question now is, who is going to rule? Mark Antony and Octavian work together but things get complicated.  Mark goes to Egypt. They soon become rivals because Octavian accuses Mark of plotting to rule Rome from Egypt and another civil war erupted. While Mark is in Egypt he meets Cleopatra. They end up having a child together. Who do you think will be angered by this? HELLO!  Octavian is because Mark is two timing his beloved sister, Octavia, who is waiting patiently in Rome for her man to come back. When push comes to shove, Octavian kicks Mark and Cleopatra’s butt at a sea battle and they later commit suicide back in Egypt. Stay tuned tomorrow for another episode of ….

One Life to Live (or die). 
Answer:

Why do the people love Caesar? 
Why are Caesar’s peers threatened by him?
