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Shinto was once the state religion of Japan.  It is a form of nature worship.  It is said that the first Japanese emperor, Jimmu Tenno, was a descendant of the ruler of heaven, the sun goddess, Amaterasu.  All Japanese emperors claimed to be descendants of the sun goddess.  When the United States defeated Japan at the end of World War II, Emperor Hirohito was forced to give up his claim of being descended from the sun goddess.

Shinto means teaching the way of the gods.”  It emphasizes the worship of the gods of nature.  There are millions of kami-gods or spirits.  The gods can be found in any part of nature, plants, rocks, water, etc.  There are many shinto shrines where people make offerings to the gods to bring them good luck. Rituals often honor ancestors and forces of nature.  It is a religion of love and gratitude. Even though there are no sacred scriptures and worship takes place at simple sanctuaries, there are still 85 million followers of Shinto in Japan.  The religion has become mixed with Buddhist and Confucian beliefs that were imported from China.

Buddhism has had a strong influence in Japan.  Buddhism was “borrowed” from India through China.  Buddhism emphasizes leading a simple life.  The type of Buddhism most popular in Japan is Zen Buddhism.  Zen emphasizes self-discipline and willpower.  The main goal is to free man from the miseries of life. The way to achieve control over your self is through meditation, concentrating on one thing to rid the mind of irrelevant thoughts. After having reached enlightenment, a person can still enjoy earthly life.  

Confucian philosophy, which stresses respect for authority and parents, doing one’s duty to society and country has also influenced Japan.  Confucian teachings were imported from China by Tokugawa military dictators of Japan.

Buddhism, Shinto and Confucian ideas have been blended together in Japan.  Many Japanese worship at both Shinto and Buddhist shrines.

For questions 1-2 circle all that apply to each statement:

1. People should respect nature.

Shinto


Buddhism

Confucianism

You

2. People should do what they are told

Shinto


Buddhism

Confucianism

You

3. List two differences of Shinto and Buddhism.

a. 





b.

4. How is it possible to believe in more than one religion/philosophy?
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Aim:
Shintoism is an ancient Japanese  1) ______________.

 It involves the worship of many gods found in 2) ________________. 

Amaterasu, the 3) ____________________, is a chief goddess.

Shintoism has no single 4) founder and no one particular 5) ______________. 

There is no strict body of religious 6) ____________. 

Shintoism does have a loosely organized 7) __________________.

Shintoists worship nature gods and goddesses called 8) ___________.

Some kami are considered guardians of 9) ____________.

People aspire to have  10) _________________, or true heart.

Shintos believe that to be close to nature is to be close to the  11) ____________. 
Each shrine is dedicated to a  12) _______________________ god or goddess.

When entering a Shinto shrine you pass through a gate called a 13) _____________.
Shinto shrines are often built near  14) __________ and made of 15) _____________. 

Most people in Japan practice Shintoism along with another 16) ________________.

A form of Buddhism, called Zen, was popular with the 17) _____________________. 

It emphasized meditation and devotion to duty.  However, some ideals were conflicting….

Buddhism advocates 18) _____________________ and compassion. 

The samurai are trained 19) ________________!

What do you think? 

If we were to develop a nature-centered religion in this country, what aspects of nature or weather would represent spirit gods?
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