  Geography of Japan (1/25 size of China)

A. Archipelago (chain of islands)

  1.  4 main ones over 3,000 little ones

  2.  100 miles off Asian mainland

  3.  mostly mountains, only 15% of land suitable for farming (good soil from volcanic ash)

      a. Most live along coast. 

      b. Good harbors—good for trade.

B. Surrounded by WATER

   1. isolated

   2. protection

   3. homogeneous culture

   4. ethnocentrism arose

C. Lies on Ring of Fire (unstable part of earth’s crust)

   1. earthquakes-Mt. Fuji

   2. tsunami’s—Massive tidal waves (ppt slides)

  3. typhoons—violent storms at sea=strong winds

D. Selectively borrowed from China

1. gov’t (emperor)

2. art, culture

3. food, tea

4. writing characters and adding kana (symbols)
  Shintoism—(native religion of Japan and never spread to other) means Shinto -“way of the gods.”

--never spread anywhere else (why?)

A. Spiritual beliefs
1. nature worship (kami=spirits)

a. no formal text, pray in sanctuaries

b. families honor specific kami which they honor

d. belief in superstitions and cleanliness

2.  religion of love and thankfulness

3. worship of ancestral spirits

B. Political beliefs

4. emperor worship (he was believed descendent of sun god, Amateratsu—1st emperor Jimmu Tenno.

5. helped to unite Japan

C. Geography

1. caused people to fear and respect nature

. kamikaze—divine wind/typhoon (kept the Mongols out in the 1300s)

2. Location on Pacific Ring of Fire—earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, hurricanes 

II. Zen Buddhism

A. Free man of miseries of the world (no desire)

B. Self discipline (no violence)

1. simple life

2. meditation leads to enlightenment
	 Feudalism (1200s)

A.  System where land or loyalty was exchanged for military protection.

1.  need for security

2. weak central government

	B. Social/Political System

1. Emperor (figurehead)

2. Shogun (military dictator, most powerful)

3. Daimyo (lord-landowner)

4. Samurai (warriors)—no fear of death

    a. Bushido—way of the warrior

    b. seppuku—honorable suicide 

5. Peasants

6. Merchants

	C. Relationship

1. loyalty to person above you-obey
2. well defined place in society


