Name_________________________

Islam Spreads

Muhammad spent his later life spreading the message of one God.  After Muhammad died, his Arab armies continued build a large empire. Arabs spread Islam across parts of three continents.  They conquered parts of the Byzantine Empire, the Persian Empire, North Africa and Spain.  Ideas of jihad, efforts in Gods name, and promise of riches motivated Muslim soldiers. The Arabs were strong fighters. Their cavalry mounted on camels and horses, overwhelmed opponents.  The Arabs were successful partly because the Byzantine and Persian empires were weak from fighting wars against each other.  Most important, the Arabs treated conquered people fairly.  People in defeated empires welcomed the Arabs after years of living under harsh rulers.  Since Islam emphasized equality of all believers, many converted to Islam.  


After the death of Muhammad, Muslims disagreed about who should be the leader of Islam.  They split into two groups, Sunnis and Shi’is.  Today, Sunnis and Shi’is share most religious beliefs, laws and ways of life, but they still differ over the issue of who should have succeeded Muhammad as leader of the Islamic community.


Several strong dynasties ruled the Arab Empire.  Arab traders prospered and many centers of learning were set up.  However, around 850, the empire began to decline.  Independent dynasties arose to rule separate Muslim states.  In the 900’s the Seljuk Turks adopted Islam and built their own empire.  They took control of the Arab capital. Baghdad. Then, in 1200’s the Mongols destroyed Baghdad.

Directions: Read the above statement and place the causes and effects of the “Spread of Islam” in the appropriate boxes.
Causes: Why did it Spread


Effects/Results of Spread
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