· Aim: What is meant by the term the
Gilded Age?

· Gilded Age: Key Terms
1. Gilded Age

2. Industrialization

3. Laissez-Faire

4. Urbanization

5. “New Immigrants”

6. Nativism

7. Robber Baron

8. Social Darwinism

9. Monopoly/Trusts

10. Political Machines 

· Rise of American Industry

· America goes through an industrial revolution after the Civil War (late 1800s)

( Industry in the north increased 
( Industrialization: rise in industry

· Effects: new jobs created in factories in cities; new industries mass produce goods for less money

· This leads to Urbanization: rise of cities

· More people move here to work in the factories

· People from other countries flock to US cities – rise in immigration --- “new immigrants”
*industrialization ( urbanization ( immigration* 

· What was Life like in 1865? 

· Indoor electric did not exist
· Sunrise/sunset dictated the day

· Candles and oil lamps if one could afford them

· Mail( “snail mail” 

· Took 10 days to send a letter from the East to the Mid-West 

· 35 year later makes a BIG difference!
· 1860-1890 500,000 patents issued

· Examples: Typewriter, sewing machine, phonograph 

· Transcontinental RAILROAD 

· Benefitted people AND businesses WHY? 
· LOW SHIPPING
· Carried goods and passengers coast to coast

· Due to popularity, R.R. improved safety by standardizing signals and using the telegraph for communication to reduce collisions

· Samuel Morse invented the Morse Code

· 1870: 100,000 miles of wire & 9 million messages

· 1900: 900,000 miles of track & 63 million messages

· Time zones

· Other Communication

· Alexander Graham Bell- the 
“talking telegraph” 1876

· President Hayes had the telephone installed in the White House in 1878

· 1885: Telephone & Telegraph Company

· 1900: 1.5 million people own telephones

· Industrialization led to a demand for oil for lubrication and kerosene lighting

· Steel led to skyscrapers, longer bridges, stronger railroads, and heavier machinery

· Symbol of American Success

· Steel and Iron industries were dominated by
Andrew Carnegie

· Impact on American Life 

· Revolutionized Life

· Higher Standard of Living

· Created jobs

· Foot pedal sewing machines led to the growth of the garment industry

· Made other inventions possible

· Refrigerator instead of icebox

· Rural places did not see the benefits for decades

