Indus River Valley

The first Indian civilization arose in the Indus River valley (present day Pakistan) about 2500 BC, but archaeologists did not uncover it until 1922, while building a railroad.  Many of its cities remain undiscovered.  Scientists have found writing samples but they do not know much about the civilization.  We do know that the Indus Valley civilization was larger than any other at that time.        

Excavation in the two major cities, Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, reveal large orderly walled cities with massive brick buildings, uniform housing and highly sophisticated sanitation and plumbing systems.  Archaeologists believe that the people were very disciplined, supervised and controlled by a powerful and centralized government.  The people were polytheistic and believed in an after life.

 
Most Indus Valley people were farmers, due to the fertile soil in the northern plains. They were the first to grow cotton and weave it into cloth. Urbanization (growth of cities) started because it became a major trading center. Merchants traveled far and traded with the cities of Sumer.  The city made money through taxing.  Elaborate stone seals have been found, used to stamp items bound for market.  The seals bore images of animals, like a humped bull, elephants, crocodiles that were probably emblems of powerful clans.

Around 1750 BC, Indus Valley civilization began to decline.  We do not know exactly why this happened, possibly a flood or earthquake.  In the end, nomadic warriors called Aryans conquered the Indus Valley.

	____1. Indus civilization had advanced_________ & _______.
	a. Mohenjo-Daro & Harrapa

	____2. Merchants used these to mark their merchandise.
	b. Aryans.

	____3. Proof of a powerful government.
	c. plumbing & sanitation

	____4. Two major cities of the Indus Civilization.
	d. stone seals

	____5. Group who conquered the Indus Civilization.
	e. well planned cities


6. Why did the Indus River Valley decline?

