Indian Empires

A. Maurya Dynasty (321-185 BC)

1. Chandragupta Maurya

a. Built huge army to conquer Northern India & Deccan Plateau
b.  Capital was the largest & most prosperous in the world at the time

c.  Brutal Police reported on corruption & crime

d.  Women warriors protected palace, servants tasted food.

e. known for his harsh & brutal rule.

2. Asoka Maurya

a. Military victory in Deccan region (100,000 deaths)

b. Converts to Buddhism/Rejects Violence

c. leads by moral example

d. stone pillars stating fair laws

e.  Spread Buddhism: sent missionaries

f.  Preached Religious Tolerance

g. His rule unified many people of India
	I. Muslims in India: 1100-1857

	A. Hindu

Many sacred texts

Old faith (1000s of yrs)

Caste system

Many gods

Use of idols

Cow sacred
	Muslim

One sacred text

New religion

No caste system

On e God

No Idols

Eat Cow 

	B. Cultures Meet

1. Muslim conquest  of Northern India

a. Hindu temples destroyed
2. Hindus second class citizens 

    a. could still practice religion

    b. non Muslims taxed

3. Converted to Islam

    a. social mobility
    b. no taxes

4. Buddhism declines as major Indian religion

	C. Blending of cultures

1. Urdu: New language (Persian, Arabic, Hindi)

2. Sikhism: New religion (Muslim monotheism blended w Hindu beliefs)

3. Hindus adapt use of horses rather than elephants

	D.  Mughal Dynasty 1526

1. Akbar the Great 1556-1605 (Religious Toleration)

2. Akbar’s Grandson-Taj Mahal. 


