I. India’s geography (South Asia)
1.  Mountain Ranges!
· What borders this country on three sides?
2.  bordered by:
   a. Arabian Sea
   b. Bay of Bengal
   c. Indian Ocean
B. India is divided in 3 regions: 
· Unfortunately, not all the land gets water from the major rivers.

The second region is called…Coastal Plains
· What benefits do you think might exist from living on a plain near the water?
a. Sea for fishing and trade
it is bordered by the Eastern and Western Ghats… these are mountain ranges. 
· What are some environmental factors the Indian people face?
C.  MONSOONS…
· What are monsoons?
1. Seasonal winds (two seasons)
c. TIMING IS EVERYTHING: Much needed water, can also cause severe flooding, damage, and famine.!!!

II. Indus River Valley Civilization 2500-1500 BC 

A. Mystery-can not decipher written records. 

B. Twin cities: Harappa & Mohenjo Daro 
1. Well-planned cities. Grid layout

2.   Massive brick structures: grain warehouses

3. Uniform houses: Courtyard & wells

4. Plumbing/sewers: Baths

5. Advanced Math

C. Government: Organized & Powerful 

How do we know this?

D. Economy: Farming & Trade
1. Stone seals: Brand names. Traded w/ Mesopotamia (civilization in Middle East) 

E. Religion: Polytheistic

1. Bull sacred

III. Vedic Age 1500-500 BC

A. Aryans: Nomadic Herdsman. Need for water & pastures.

1. Vedas: prayers, hymns & teachings. 

2. Valued cattle

B. Superior to Dravidians-original Residents. 

  1. Develop Caste system: born into a class cannot change.

	V. Aryans 1500 BC-Vedic Age

A. Nomadic warriors-valued cattle

B. Felt superior to Dravidians-developed caste system

C. Religion

1. Polytheistic

   2. Brahmins-priests

      3. Mystics-seek spiritual truth

D. Expanded

1. own villages & farms

	A. Brahmins 

1. Represent the mouth

2. Priests, religious leaders, teachers

	B. Kshatriyas

1. the arm

2.  warrior class—defend and protect, kings, ruling families.

	C. Vaisyas

1. the thigh

2. Business men, Merchants, money lenders, landowners, herders

	D. Sudras

1. the feet

2. laboring servant class

3. Dravidians

	D. Harijans-Untouchables

1. No caste (outcastes)

2. no rights

3. No part of the body--- below their feet.  Started out as the Sudra who broke the laws.




	I. Origins of Buddhism

A. Prince Siddhartha Gautama 563-483 BC

1. Left home to discover the cause of human suffering

2. returns as the Buddha= “Enlightened One”

3. Spread throughout Asia: Today 500 million people are Buddhist

	B. 4 Noble Truths

1. Life-suffering and pain

2. Cause-desire

3. Cure-overcome desire

4.  Method-Eightfold path

	C. Beliefs

1. Life is a circle/Reincarnation

2. Follow eightfold path :Rules of behavior 

3. The Middle Way: Avoid Extremes

4. Nirvana=Union w/ the universe.  Release from rebirth cycle.

5. non-attachment

6. Word is spread by monks

7. Does not stress gods

8. Sacred Text-Tripitaka “Three baskets of wisdom”

9. No caste system

10. Stupa: sanctuary.  Solid domes. 


Indian Empires

A. Maurya Dynasty (321-185 BC)

1. Chandragupta Maurya

a. Built huge army to conquer Northern India & Deccan Plateau
b.  Capital was the largest & most prosperous in the world at the time

c.  Brutal Police reported on corruption & crime

d.  Women warriors protected palace, servants tasted food.

e. known for his harsh & brutal rule.

2. Asoka Maurya

a. Military victory in Deccan region (100,000 deaths)

b. Converts to Buddhism/Rejects Violence

c. leads by moral example

d. stone pillars stating fair laws

e.  Spread Buddhism: sent missionaries

f.  Preached Religious Tolerance

g. His rule unified many people of India
	I. Muslims in India: 1100-1857

	A. Hindu

Many sacred texts

Old faith (1000s of yrs)

Caste system

Many gods

Use of idols

Cow sacred
	Muslim

One sacred text

New religion

No caste system

On e God

No Idols

Eat Cow 

	B. Cultures Meet

1. Muslim conquest  of Northern India

a. Hindu temples destroyed
2. Hindus second class citizens 

    a. could still practice religion

    b. non Muslims taxed

3. Converted to Islam

    a. social mobility
    b. no taxes

4. Buddhism declines as major Indian religion

	C. Blending of cultures

1. Urdu: New language (Persian, Arabic, Hindi)

2. Sikhism: New religion (Muslim monotheism blended w Hindu beliefs)

3. Hindus adapt use of horses rather than elephants

	D.  Mughal Dynasty 1526

1. Akbar the Great 1556-1605 (Religious Toleration)

2. Akbar’s Grandson-Taj Mahal. 


