
Immigrants & Urbanization 
“Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning 
to breathe free, the wretched 
refuse of your teeming shore”





Immigrants from Europe 
1870-1890—20 million Europeans arrived to the U.S. 

Old Immigrants—Before 1890

● came from Great Britain, Ireland, and Germany. 

New Immigrants—After 1890

● came from Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia. 
● They came to:

○ Find work
○ Independence 
○ Rising population 
○ Escape religious persecution





Old Immigration v. New Immigration 



A Difficult Journey

Ellis Island

● Chief immigration 
station from 1892-1943 
[NY]

● 16 million immigrants 
passed through the 
gates
○ Physical exam
○ Literacy test
○ Prove able to work
○ Show they had $25

Angel Island

Immigration in San 
Francisco
● Chinese primarily 

entered the U.S. here
● Not like Ellis Island

○ Harsh questioning
○ Long detention

● Filthy buildings
● Confined like prisoners





Immigrants from China 
1. Arrived on the West coast
2. Came in search of wealth 

(gold rush)
3. Many helped build RRs
4. Immigration was sharply 

limited by Congress in 1882



Cooperation for Survival

How do you think they were able to survive?

How do you think native-born people reacted to the immigrants?









Melting Pot—mixture of people of different cultures and races 
who blended together by abandoning their native language & 
customs; assimilation 



Immigration Restrictions 

Nativism—extreme favoritism toward 
native-born Americans

● Anti-immigrant sentiment grew
● Led to immigration restrictions





Chinese Exclusion Act—1882
Banned entry of all Chinese immigrants



Gentlemen’s Agreement 
1907-1908, Japan’s government agreed to limit 
immigration of unskilled workers to the U.S.



The Problems with 
Urbanization



Urbanization—growth of cities in the Northeast & 
  Midwest

1. Immigrants settle in cities
● It was the cheapest and most convenient to live
● Americanization mov’t designed to help immigrants assimilate 

to American culture
2. Migration from country to city

● Farmers moved because technology meant less labor needed
● African Americans moved to escape:

○ Racial violence 
○ Economic hardship 
○ Political oppression 



Humanity Compressed
● Rich vs Poor: widening class divisions
● Poor moved to treeless Ghettos; rich moved to Green Suburbs
● “Dumbbell” Tenements – very little ventilation, unhealthy conditions.
● Slums: “Lung Block”
● City neighborhoods became segregated  by race, ethnicity, and social 

class.
● Issues: impure water, uncollected garbage

 











Reactions to Immigration
Social Gospel: Protestant Christian movement bringing to light issues of new 
immigrants and industrial society
● social justice
● poverty
● liquor, 
● crime
● race tension
● slums
● bad hygiene
● child labor
● inadequate labor unions
● poor schools

Role of church = salvation of humankind and promotion of social righteousness.
.●Promoted society over the individual.
●Promoted socialism as an answer to modern societal ills.
●Prepared the path leading to Progressivism.













Booker T. Washington

Booker T. Washington: ex-slave and educator – avoided the issue of 
inequality and accepted segregation; focused on the education of the 
Black community and improvements economically.

● 44% of nonwhite were illiterate in 1900
● Established Tuskegee Institute-private college for Blacks.
● Believed in Self-Help Approach—taught black students trades to 

give them economic security.
●Acknowledged Racism, but didn’t challenge it. (He avoided the 
issue of racial equality)



W.E.B. Du Bois

Mixed race: African, French, Dutch, Indian

● 1st African-American to earn PhD at Harvard
● Demanded complete equality for Blacks (social and economic)
● 1910 founded NAACP: National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People. African civil rights organization to eliminate 
discrimination


