Athens versus Sparta:  An Ancient Debate

Characters (in order of appearance)


*Moderator
*Spartan Citizen
*Pericles
*Athenian Woman
*King of Sparta
*Spartan Slave

*Greek Citizens (the viewing audience, our class)
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Time: Greece during the Golden Age

Place:  Somewhere in the Greek speaking world. 
Moderator: (to audience) 
Citizens of Greece, for years Greece has been divided;  
Small independent city-states, so one sided.  
Each with its own ruler; always arguing which one was cooler.  
Separated by rugged mountains and the sea;

They fight among themselves and then make peace.

This disunity is hurting us;

Never knowing who we can trust.

 The Persians and others threaten to invade;

The best city-state should lead all Greeks and tribute should be paid. 
Spartan Citizen:  You talk as if we should invite each of the hundreds of city-states participate;

 Everyone knows that there are only TWO powers that are great.

And even though Athens might be “Smarta”; we all know the greatest is…SPARTA!

Pericles:  This is an obvious statement from a Spartan citizen; With no contact from the outside world, you let no other ideas in.  
Moderator:  I hoped we could be a bit more civil and orderly; we are honored to have here Athenian leader, Pericles. 
Pericles:  Thanks for inviting me.  In Athens ALL citizens are created equally.

Athenian Woman:  Then I don’t see why I am here;  Athenian women, slaves and foreigners are not citizens that is clear.  The only citizens of Athens…are Athenian born men.
Moderator:  We are honored by the presence of the King of Sparta.
He will make a brief speech so we can decide which kind of society would be better for all Greeks.

Athenian Woman:  Wait a minute!  The Spartans don’t even bother with government. Hardcore fighters is what they represent!
Moderator:  Chill out, everyone will have a turn to speak..there is no need to shout.
King of Sparta:  Yes, I am a king…I am one of two.  Some say we are figureheads and the real power rests with a few.  The Ephors have the real political power; five citizens chosen for one year…they tower. 
Pericles: But the Ephors are really corrupt; they work secretly no one knows what’s up.  In Athens we all participate; five people will not choose our fate!
King of Sparta:  The Council of Elders, citizens over sixty and with their vast experience advise; the Ephors and give them advice for the rest of their lives! (They also get the senior citizens discount at the diner.)  Spartans do not disagree or argue, we have better things to do.  Our supreme military and citizens fight; we’ll take on any enemy with all our might. 

Moderator:  Thanks buddy.  Pericles, what’s the deal with your government?  
Pericles:  I can sum it up in one word:  DEMOCRACY!!!  Meaning the power is in the hands of the people see!!!
Spartan slave:  You the CITIZENS have the power.  We slaves don’t count anywhere in Greece, making us very sour!  Spartan & Athenian slaves work the land; if it weren’t for us you’d both have nothing understand!

Pericles:  May I finish?

Moderator:  Of course, (looking at the slave), one more outburst from you and you will make me a chicken gyro!

Pericles:  The assembly of Athenian citizens are the ones that rule.  We meet in a large open area it’s really cool.  The 10 generals, of which I am one; help conduct the meeting so all can participate, not just some.  Decisions are based on majority and jury members are chosen by a lottery.  Everyone eventually gets a chance to serve; this is a direct democracy…WORD!!! 

Athenian woman:  Yea every citizen is whichas…but you said nothing about us chicas!

Moderator:  Thanks Peri, now let this woman fill us in on the Athenian society of foreigners and women.
--Athenian woman:  I may not be an expert, but what Peri says is lies; what he says about the government applies to 1 of every 5.  Women take care of kids, and take out the trash, with the help of slaves who don’t get any cash.  Men get all kinds of jobs here and there if you ask me. That’s so unfair. 

--Pericles:  Not in Sparta, they are just soldiers!

--Athenian woman:  Athens also excels in trade.  Our fleet of ships are not only used to invade.  They go around the  Mediterranean Sea, getting as many products as they could, leaving Athens to sell, Olive oils and other goods. 
--Spartan slave:  You knew how foreigners lived even before this meeting…can I live with you?!

--Athenian woman:  A walk in Athens is quite an education.  Goods from all over are on sale, how do you think I got these fabulous shoes?  We have all the latest fashions.  You can hear people talking about travel, see beautiful buildings and listen to philosophy; and look at statues in the ideal style with perfect bodies.   
--Pericles:  Every Athenian citizen must be educated in order to make important decisions in the Assembly and court.  There is so much to learn about art, government, science, and physical fitness!  This place is like a resort.

--Spartan Citizen:  Finally, physical fitness is my forte.  There is no question that we rock in this category!  We don’t even let the weak babies survive.  The women workout, strength is what we strive.  In fact, instead wasting time with this debate, we should be in the gymnasium lifting weights.   
--Moderator:  As a Spartan soldier, you would be the ideal person to tell us about military training.

--Spartan Citizen:  At the ripe old age of 7, a year under 8, a child is taken from his mother and trained under the state.  Our boys learn to deal with all sorts of physical hardships, but there is no crying you need to keep a stiff upper lip.  At 20, they are ready for the army where they serve the state until they are 60.  No one is concerned with bling or money.  Gold and silver are forbidden.  We don’t trade because we don’t want to meet other people and let them in.  
--King of Sparta:  Sparta is a strong city-state.  We should lead Greece!

--Pericles: A democratic Athens should lead Greece!

--Moderator:  Now we have some facts.  Which society should lead Greece?  Which society will bring peace?  Obviously the panel is needed.  What do you think, who should lead Greece?  

The End!
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