Name_______________________

Geography of Japan

	Japan is an archipelago, a long chain of islands, in the Pacific Ocean, parallel to the Asian continent.  The country lies very close to Korea.   Historically the waters separating Japan from Asia served as a geographic barrier.  Prior to modern times, the distance across kept foreign contact to a minimum and also helped protect Japan from invading forces.  Japan lies in the Ring of Fire, named for the many earthquakes, volcanoes, kamikaze and tsunamis (tidal waves) that occur in this region.  Japan has over 1,500 earthquakes a year; only two or three are actually felt by the people.
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The Japanese, because of their location, both fear and respect nature.  Shintoism, a religion based on nature originated in Japan.  Mongol forces in the 13th century were turned back by a Kamikaze, violent and divine wind produced by storms at sea.  The American occupation of Japan after World War II was the only formal occupation of the country.


This relative isolation has had a tremendous effect on the nature and direction of Japan’s development.  The isolation allowed Japan to absorb some of the technology and culture from China without submitting to foreign political rule.  A strong cultural identity developed and resulted in a period of self-imposed isolationism from 1630-1853.


Japan was formed by volcanic action and the islands consist mostly of mountains that rose from the sea.  The highest and most famous mountain in Japan is Mt. Fuji, referred to as Fuji san. One tenth of the world active volcanoes are found in Japan. The distance from coast to coast is less than 200 miles, yet it was difficult to travel because of the rugged terrain and many fast rivers.  The swift rivers, while not great sources for transportation, do provide hydroelectric energy and water for irrigation.

 
These factors limit the available space for farming; only 15% of the land is suited to agricultural production.  The average family farm is less than three acres.  In spite of this, farming had been one of the traditional livelihoods for the Japanese.  Rice is their main crop.  Fishing is also big business in Japan and they eat a lot of Sushi.  Japan has few natural resources and many types of raw material and food must be imported.  


The four main islands account for 98% of Japan’s total landmass.  These islands are surrounded by close to 4,000 smaller islands, most of which are rocky.  The entire nation of Japan is less than the state of Montana.  However, the population in Montana is approximately 735,000 people, where Japan’s population is nearly 112 million people. 

1. How many large islands are part of Japan?_______ Small?______

2. What body of water is on the east coast of Japan?______________

3. What is an archipelago?___________________________________

4. What limited foreign contact and invasions?_____________________

5. What is most of the land surface like in Japan?____________________

6. How did the isolationism of Japan impact its culture?

7. Since land is limited how do they get food? 

I. Japan Geography
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	A. Geographic Feature 
	Impact on Culture 

	Archipelago : Chain of islands  
	

	80% of Japan is too mountainous to live in or to farm.
	

	A mild climate and sufficient  rainfall 
	

	Ring of Fire: subject to earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis (a giant wave) and 
Kamikaze (Violent winds). 
	

	Close to China, N & S Korea. 
	

	Surrounded by Water
	

	Close to part of Russia
	


B. Some ideas & customs Japan borrowed from China are:

1) ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________
2) _______________________________
3) ________________________________
4) ________________________________
5) _______________________
6) ________________________ and  7) _____________________ were also adopted from China.

One idea of China’s that Japan rejected was the 8) _________________________.  Instead Japan appointed educated nobles to government posts based on 9) ________________________. 

