Excommunication of Luther

On January 3, 1521, Pope Leo X excommunicated the German priest Martin Luther. This meant Luther was no longer a recognized member of the Catholic Church.

 

Months earlier, Luther had written a pamphlet criticizing many aspects of the church, including nepotism, corruption, and the sale of indulgences. Indulgences were grants that could be bought to allow the buyer to escape spiritual punishment for misdeeds. 

 

Luther had been warned that his views may lead to his excommunication, and refused to recant them. After his excommunication, the church demanded he further defend his views at a meeting in Worms, Germany—the so-called “Diet of Worms.” Luther again refused to recant, allegedly saying, “Here I stand. I can do no other.”

 

In spite of his excommunication, Luther remained very popular. His outspoken belief in reform inspired the Reformation. The Reformation split Christianity into Catholic and Protestant (taken from the word protest) denominations. Luther himself organized a new church based on his interpretation of basic Catholic traditions.

 

Today, the Lutheran church is the second-largest Protestant denomination in the world. (Only the Anglican Church has more members.) The countries with the most Lutherans are Germany, Sweden, Ethiopia, and Indonesia.
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/jan3/martin-luther-excommunicated/
1. What does excommunication mean?

2. Why was Luther excommunicated from the Church?

3. Do you think the pope was justified in excommunicating Martin Luther? Explain.

4. Why do you think Martin Luther was able to remain popular after his excommunication?

Important terms to know:
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What were Luther’s teachings?
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