idel Castro

August 5, 1951. Partway through his weekly radio
broadcast, Eddy Chibads, the leader of Cuba's main
opposition party, the Ortodoxo, raised a gun and
shot himself. His suicide was intended to alert the
Cuban people to the economic plight of their
country and the corruption of its leaders. It left

a power vacuum in his party that a fiery young
lawyer, Fidel Castro Ruz, tried to fill . ..

As a boy, Castro loved climbing mountains and
hunting. He was also a natural speechmaker, with
an interest in politics. He once tried to persuade
the workers at his father's sugar plantation to
rise up and demand better treatment. In 1947,
at the age of 21, he joined a band of rebels in a

failed attempt te mvade the Dominican Repub!' '
crp Castro went fo 7

Belen College, one af

the best sehools in Havana,

Cuba’s sapHal. i 1944 he was

voted the best athiete in the college. -




Fidel Castro {born 1926)

Lasiro planned fo capfure
the Moneada barracks and

- broadeast 1o the Cuban
people to rise up against
Batista. But some of the
rebel ears got fost and
the remaining 150 fighters
were heaten casily.




ina battered, leaking yac
hold 12 people. On that
82 men. By the time they I;

Rall, and a wounded Che G E
safety of the Sierra Maestra Mountain

united the groups that stood aga
The general sent thousands of soldiers t
attack the rebels, but a number of his

troops switched sides. Castro came closé_ _

to defeat, but eventually he marched
toward Havana in triumph.

The rebels” week-long boat trip from
Mexien to Guba did not go smoothly,
On the last night, one of the men

felt overhoard. Gastro risked
diseovery by turwning on the
searchlights to rescue him,




Fidel Gastro (born 1926}

: the V.8,
Lastro-met the leaders of
Eqypt and India, the
African-Awmerican eivil-

“rights leader Maleolm X,
.and U.8. Viee President
Richard Nixon (abovel.

The Gubaw army captured more
than 1,000 U.8.-backed froops
in the Bay of Pigs. To release
thew, Castro demanded

food and wmedieal supplies
worth 553 willion,




military forces of both sides hovi
Durmg the Cuban issil 'Cnsz

- Between 1952 and 1962 wmore
han 200,000 Bybans went into
exile, often flecing from the -
island at wight in smafl boafs
Many of thew set t:p a:




fastro often gave fiery speeches
+  alongside his brother, In 1976 2 mew
eonstitution made Castro president.

w;:ffare system to prev;de free 4 catmn and

1ealthcare. Today, 97 percent of Cuban adults can
€ad and write, and the average life expectancy is 77,
-q-;‘-.tai' to the U.S. But these policies put a great strain
n the Cuban economy, which reached breaking point
vhen the Soviet Union collapsed in 1891, Soviet aid,
worth $6 billion per year, was
anceled and Cuba entered a long - 4

mic crisis known as the

| Period in Peacetime, with -
ages of food and fuel.

Fidel Gésfre (borw 19283

With his health failing, Castro handed power
to his brother Raul in 2008. Arcund the worid he
is both loved and hated. He improved conditions
for Cuba's poor, but his critics say that he banned
democratic elections and sent thousands of people
to prison just because they disagreed with him.
For Cuba, it is a time of uncertainty. Fidel Castro

held complete power for aimost half a century—so-

long that aimost three fourths of Cuban people .
have known no other leader until now.

-'ﬁm af 6astrus nws e




Fidet Castro Discussion Questions

-What qualities did Fidel Castro possess as a young child that reflect future leadership
skills?

-What profession did Fidel Castro enter in 19507 What type of characteristics and

qualities are needed in this type of profession?

-How did Castro respond to the seizing of Cuban power by Batista?

-What did Castro do upon being released from prison?

-Was Castro successful in achieving his goals? Why/why not?

-Describe the relationship between Cuba and the United States in the early 1960’s.

-How did Cuba’s relationship with the Soviet Union impact the United States?

-Describe the legacy of Castro. Why do you think he was able to influence leaders such
as Nelson Mandela?
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