“God Wills It” : The First Crusade

	In 1095, Pope Urban II traveled north to Clermont, France, and gave a speech to the church leaders and nobles.  It was one of the most dramatic speeches in history.  He called on the descendants of Charlemagne to rescue their fellow Christians in the East and the Holy City of Jerusalem from the Moslems.  He told them to forget their family, possessions and their past feuds and wars and take up the Cross for the holy cause, promising them everlasting life in heaven if they went.  The people cried out: “God wills it! God wills it!”  Their symbol was a cross worn on their tunics.  “Crusade” literally meant, “to take the cross.”  The message spread quickly.  
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Nobles, knights, merchants and serfs all answered the cry for help, but for various reasons, including power, adventure, profit and forgiveness for sins.  Peter the Hermit was a preacher who rode around France on his donkey.  His sermons caused commoners to leave their work and follow his banner to free the Holy City from the Moslems.  The first Crusaders to arrive in Constantinople were commoners.  They were weak, tired and hungry at the end of their journey.  Once they crossed into Asia Minor (Turkey) they were wiped out by the Seljuk Turks who left their dead bodies to bleach in the sun.  


The knights gathered separately.  Some traveled to Constantinople by land, others by sea.  Their motives for going varied from those going for purely religious reasons to those planning to use the opportunity to get rich quick.  The leaders were divided and jealous, often working against each other.  Fortunately for the crusaders, their Moslem opponents were also badly divided. 

During the First Crusade in 1099, the crusaders captured Antioch (a Moslem held city) after a long siege.  When the situation was at its worst, a warrior found what was said to be a lance that had pierced Jesus’s side.  This was seen as a sign that God was with them; the crusaders rallied and fought their way out.  They marched on to Jerusalem, where they easily overcame the resistance.  Once in the city, the crusaders slaughtered 10,000 Jews and Moslems.


The Second Crusade began after the Moslems captured Edessa (held by the crusaders).  The leaders did not work together, and when the crusade failed, they went home in 1148.  In the Third Crusade (1187), Saladin, a great Moslem military leader, recaptured Jerusalem. The primary goal of the crusaders failed.

Questions:

1. Crusade means “to take the ________”.

2. The primary motive for many was purely ___________.

3. The _______ _______ defeated the first groups of commoners that came to Asia Minor.

4. The _________ fought for religious and selfish reasons.

5. The knights attacked and defeated the city of _________.

6. The people believed that ____ willed the war.

7. Pope Urban II wanted them to save the Eastern Christians and Jerusalem from the ___________.

8. The great military leader __________, recaptured Jerusalem from the crusaders.
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7. The Crusades are sometimes called Europe’s most “successful failures”.  How could this contradiction be explained?

Name: _________________________                                 Crusade Notes. 

The Crusades: 1050-1250 A.D.

Religious Wars Over Holy Land

European Christians VS. Muslims (Seljuk Turks)

A. Causes







Effects for Europe




B. Joined the Crusades…

A. Nobles/knights

B. Serfs

C. Clergy

D. Merchants


E. Adventurers

F. Sinners
 
G. Pope

_____________ to reunite with the Byzantine Christians. 

_____________ to increase trade.

_____________ because they believed it was gods will.

_____________ to conquer new lands and gain more riches.

_____________ to be free from the lords and the land.

_____________ to receive papal forgiveness for their sins.

_____________ because they welcomed travel and adventure.

_____1. “I want to go on a Crusade in order to win glory in battle.”

_____2. “I favor the Crusades because what better way to show my power than to send an army of knights from all over Europe on a holy war?”

_____3. “I want to go on a Crusade in order to escape debt.”

_____4. “I want to go on a Crusade to escape the everyday boredom of life.”

_____5. “I wish to use the Crusades to unite to reunite Byzantine and Roman Christians.”

_____6. “I like the Crusades because it is a way for me to make money.  I can charge crusaders for using my ships for transportation.  How else can they get to the Holy Land.? ”

_____7. “If I die on a Crusade the Pope has promised that God will forgive all my sins and automatically accept me into the kingdom of heaven.”

_____8. “I want to go on a Crusade in order to establish my own kingdom in a foreign land.
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