Conquest in the Americas 

	In 1492, Christopher Columbus landed in the West Indies.  At first, the Native Americans were friendly and generous toward the Spanish, but this did not last.  The Spanish soon forced the Indians to work for them.  Many Indians died from cruel treatment.

     Many Spanish conquistadors, or conquerors, followed Columbus to the Americas.  They came to find riches.  Some also wanted to convert Native Americans to Christianity.  Within a few years, the Spanish had conquered several Indian civilizations.  
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 In 1521, Hernan Cortes defeated Moctezuma and the powerful Aztec Empire in Mexico. Dona Marina acted as a translator for Cortes.  Francisco Pizarro destroyed the Inca Empire in Peru in 1532, after capturing and killing their leader, Atahualpa.


The Spanish were able to conquer these empires so quickly for several reasons.  The Spanish used horses and powerful weapons that the Indians had never seen before.  They also had Native American allies who fought on the Spanish side.  Diseases brought by the Europeans also killed millions of Indians.  Their deaths made others feel that their gods had deserted them.

	____1. Spanish conquerors
	a. Atahualpa

	____2. Incan leader who was killed by the Spanish
	b. Dona Marina 

	____3. Aztec emperor defeated by the Spanish.
	c. Hernan Cortes

	____4. Conqueror who overtook the Incas.
	d. Moctezuma

	____5. Spaniard who conquered Tenochtitlan.
	e. Francisco Pizarro

	____6. American who became a translator for Cortes
	f. conquistadors


____7. The Spanish played on _______between the Indians to make allies and conquer the Americas.

a. Friendships
b. wars
c. Love & trust
d. division and discontent

____8. Why were the Conquistadors attracted to the Americas?

a. The Indians’ advanced technology
c. Riches and religious zeal

b. Warm weather



d. Opportunity for peasants to move up 

____9. What was one reason the Indians felt that their gods had deserted them? 

a. their temples collapsed with no explanation

b. Drought and famine ruined all their crops

c. strange accidents were happening

d. the Spanish seemed immune to the disease that devastated the Indians

____10. The Spanish had a definite advantage over the Indians in ______.

a. military technology


c. government planning

b. religious worship



d. agricultural knowledge

The Brutality of the Conquerors in the New World

Bartholomew de Las Casas was a monk who cried out in defense of the treatment of Native Americans.  Originally he came as a conqueror but soon joined the Dominican Order of Friars.  After spending years as Bishop of Chiapas in Mexico, he returned to Spain and published a devastating account of the treatment of Indians by the Spaniards.


In the islands of Hispaniola-which was the first to be invaded by the Christians-the immense massacres and destruction began.  The Christians began by taking the women and children, to use and abuse them, and to eat the substance of their toil and labor, instead of contenting themselves with what the Indians gave them.

[image: image2.jpg]



The Christians with their horses and swords and lances, began to slaughter and practice strange cruelty among them.  They penetrated into the country and spared neither children nor the aged, nor women, all of whom they ran through the body and lacerated, as though they were assaulting so many lambs herded into the sheepfold.


They made gallows just high enough for the feet to nearly touch the ground, and by thirteen’s, they put wood underneath and, with fire, burned the Indians.  They generally killed the lords and nobles in the following way; they made wooden gridirons of stakes, bound them and made a slow fire beneath; thus the victims gave up the spirit by degrees, emitting cries of despair in their torture…


And because all of the people who could flee, hid among the mountains and climbed the crags to escape from men so deprived of humanity, so wicked, such wild beasts, exterminators and capital enemies of all human race, the Spaniards taught and trained the fiercest boarhounds to tear an Indian to pieces as soon as they saw him, so that they more willingly attacked and ate one of them as if he had been a boar.  These hounds made great havoc and slaughter.


And because sometimes, though rarely, the Indians killed a few Christians for just cause, they made a law among themselves that for one Christian whom the Indians killed, the Christians should kill a hundred Indians.

1. Do you think Bartlolomew de Las Casas’ writing did anything to help the Native Americans?  Why or Why Not?
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