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Name_________________________

Confucius

What Did Confucius Say?  Not much is known about Confucius’s personal life.  Even his life dates 551-479 B.C. are only approximate.  Confucius lived during a period of chaos and civil war in China.  His family was ranked among the aristocracy, but had fallen among hard times.  He taught that leaders should show people how to behave by example.  Since Confucius did not write his ideas down, his followers gathered many of them in a book called the Analects (Lun Yu).  He died not knowing the impact he had on society.  

On Government: “If one employs the competent as officials and instructs the less able, the people will work hard.”

“Lead the people by laws and regulate them by punishments, and the people will simply try to keep out of jail, but will have no sense of shame.  Lead the people by virtue and they will have a sense of shame and then will become good.”

“If a ruler is upright all will go well without orders.  But if he himself is not upright, even though he gives good orders, they will not be obeyed.”

On Family: 
Today when people call a man filial, they mean that he is supporting his parents.  If he does not show respect for his parents, how is he differentiating between them and the animals?  Filial piety is showing respect to one’s parents and family members.

On Relationships

Confucius based the conduct of society in to five relationships.  The first is superior to the second. 
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Answer the questions below and fill in the boxes going down.
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1. A good leader should be __________________.

2. In addition to the family one should also respect __________________________. 

3. Confucius’s teachings are written in the __________________.

4. Showing respect to parents: ______________ piety.

5. & 7. If you regulate people by ______________________, they will only try to stay out of ______________.

6. Confucius lived during a time of _____________ and civil war.

8.   If a ruler is _______________, the people will be submissive.

9.  According to Confucius the husband is ___________ to his wife.
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A. Philosophies written in the _______________. 
1. Goal: ________________________________________

2. Not Religious-________________________&___________________

B. Major Beliefs

1. Man=_________________________________

2. Lead by ________________

3.  Correct Behavior= ________________

4. ________________________-accept your place in society

a. Father-_____________

b. Elder Brother-______________________

c. Husband-_______________

d. Ruler-________________

e. Older Friend-______________________

5. Females Inferior

6. Filial Piety______________________ for parents/elders

7. Stressed Education: ______________________________
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Filial Piety

Row 1. Sons and sons’ wives should go to their parents and parent-in –laws.  On getting there…they should ask if the parents’ cloths are too warm or too cold, whether they are ill or pained…They should help and support their parents in quitting or entering the apartment.  
Row 2. In bringing in the basin for them to wash, the younger will carry the stand, the elder the water, they will beg to be allowed to pour out the water, and when the washing is concluded, they will hand the towel.  They will ask whether the parents want anything and the respectfully bring it.  All this they will do with an appearance of pleasure to make their parents feel at ease.
Row 3. While the parents are both alive, at their regular meals, morning and evening, the oldest son and his wife will encourage them to eat everything, and what is left after all, they will themselves eat.

Row 4. No daughter–in-law, without being told to go to her own apartment, should venture to withdraw from that of her parents-in-law.  Whatever she is about to do, she should ask leave.

Row 5. A son and his wives should have no private goods, nor animals, nor vessels, they should not presume to borrow from, or give anything to, another person.  If anyone give the wife an article of food or dress…she should…offer it to her parents-in-law.  If they accept it, she will be glad…If they return it to her, she should decline it, and if they do not allow her to do so, she will take it as if it were a second gift, and lay it by to wait till they may want it.      

All Rows: Answer the questions.

1. Why was old age looked forward to in old China?

2. Why were children so important to the Chinese?

3. Prove. Being a daughter-in-law in old China was not an easy life.

4. From the reading, produce your own definition of filial piety.
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