Colonial America Review
1. Early Settlements

a. Jamestown (1607)- first permanent English settlement in North America

i. Virginia will set up  a law-making body –House of Burgesses= representative government
b. Plymouth Colony (1620)- Settled by Puritans who left England for religious freedom

i. Mayflower Compact- agreement signed by Pilgrims (Puritans) before landing at Plymouth-earliest document of self-government
c. Indentured servants- many Europeans came as indentured servants who work for up to 7 years to pay for their passage to America

d. Main reasons for coming- Religious freedom, economic opportunity, political freedom

2. New England

a. Life influenced by religion of Puritans

b. Cold climate and poor soil limited amount of farming

c. Became center of trade with fishing and ship building as major industries

3. Middle Colonies

a. Settled by a diverse group of people

b. Major exports-wheat and corn

c. Pennsylvania settled by Quakers promising religious freedom

4. Southern Colonies

a. Plantation system- agricultural economy based on tobacco, rice and indigo crops

b. African slaves replaced indentured servants

c. Few large cities since plantation were self-sufficient

5. African slave trade

a. First slaves brought to Virginia in 1619

b. Middle Passage- part of triangular trade- journey of slaves from Africa to America

i. Very harsh conditions

c. Slave resistance

i. Stono River near Charleston, South Carolina- put down

6. Steps to Revolution

a. Salutary neglect

i. Colonists gained more independence in their trade while Great Britain benefitted economically

b. Albany Plan of Union (1754)- Ben Franklin’s plan to get the colonies to join together- it was rejected

c. The French and Indian War (1756-63)- Great Britain and colonists fought against France and Native Americans for land in Ohio River Valley

i. Treaty of Paris (1763)- France gave its land in North America to the British

ii. Proclamation of 1763- British forbid the colonists to settle west of the Appalachian Mountains

1. Wanted to avoid conflicts with natives

2. Colonists resented this and ignored it

d. Acts of Parliament

i. Sugar Act (1764)

ii. Quartering Act (1765)

iii. Stamp Act (1765)

iv. Townshend Acts (1767)

v. Tea Act (1773)

vi. Intolerable Acts (1774)

