India’s Caste System
I. Caste: _________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Origin

1. The cattle rearing ____________ migrated and invaded India 1500 B.C.

2. The ______________ (fair-skinned, blue eyed foreigners) dominated the _______________ (darker skinned, original residents), making them subservient. 

3. Creation of Society 

 “When the gods divided the Man, into how many parts did they divide him?

What was his mouth, what were his arms,

what were his thighs and his feet called?

The Brahmin was his mouth, of

his arm was made the warrior,

his thighs became the Vaisya, of

his feet the Sudra was born.” ~Vedic Poem

	
	[image: image1.jpg]—





	
	

	
	

	
	

	


4. A Strict Social Hierarchy:










B. The Caste System is supported by _____________________.

1. __________ % of India is _____________
2. Obeying caste rules=________________________________.
C. Jobs of the Untouchables

1. _____________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________.  

3. ______________________________________. 
D. Reform movements: Many Groups unsuccessfully tried to reduce the rigidity of the caste System
E. The Caste System Today

1. _____________________________________!

2. With ______________________________ the caste system is slowly disappearing.

3. Unfortunately, ___________________________  still exists

4. The ____________________: Entitles a percentage of government jobs, elected offices, and college positions to go to lower caste people.

5. This reverse discrimination is similar to the U.S. system of…_______________________
1. List three Characteristics of the Caste System.

a.

b.

c.

2. How does the caste system provide a sense of order?

3. Why are the untouchables excluded from the Social Pyramid?

4. Who can untouchables be compared to in other civilizations?

5. Why do you think it is more difficult to combat the Caste System more so than other types of racism?

6. What are some suggestions you could offer the Indian Government to help stop this problem?

DIFFERENT CASTES, DIFFERENT LIVES: GROWING UP IN INDIA

Amit is a 17-year-old boy in New Delhi, India’s capital.  He takes pride in being a member of India’s highest caste – the Brahmins.  He lives in a middle-class neighborhood, where he rides a motorcycle, wears stylish clothes and listens to rock music.   He also takes yearly vacations with his entire family.   Amit plans to study art next year in the south Indian State of Tamil Nadu and travel on his school breaks.

Shushma is a 14-year-old girl who lives just beyond Delhi’s city limits.  She is an Untouchable, the outcastes of India’s traditional social structure.  Last year her father decided to leave his ancestral village and move closer to the city in hopes of getting more work.  Shushma shares a mud hut with her parents, four sisters, and one brother.  There is no electricity.  She is not allowed to play with the upper-class children living nearby.  She too would like to study Art but as a low-caste girl, she has few options for the future.  

GOVERNMENT PROCLAMATION 

In the cities, the social stigma of Untouchability has begun to lessen.  This is largely due to the government, which has been active in trying to improve the lives of the low castes.  It was especially designed to aid the Untouchables, renamed Harijans, or “Children of God.”  The following program has been implemented try to end discrimination towards these groups.  

*The Reservation System: This entitles a certain percentage of government jobs, elected offices, and positions in college to go to the lower caste people.

This quota system has caused tensions in this country of 850 million.  The competition for jobs and education is intense in India.  Middle class Indians say the quota system has given low-caste Indian opportunities at their expense.  Higher-class Indians sometimes even pretend to be “backward” castes in order to land government jobs and get accepted into colleges.  Students like Amit fear that he be “discriminated” against.  “We Brahmins feel cheated because of the special privileges other castes have been given,” says Amit.  “This is not the sort of system you should have in a democracy.”   
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	1. Describe life as a member of the 
	
	

	2. Explain how you feel about the Reservation System?  
	
	

	3. Respond to Amit’s quote.  “We Brahmin’s feel cheated because of the special privileges other castes have been given.”
	
	


4. Do you feel that governments should create programs like the Reservation System in order to combat past & present discrimination?  

Pros:
Cons:

____________
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Warriors
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Herders, land owners,


merchants, craftspeople 
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