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THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

I. The Byzantine Empire was the ___________________ half of the Roman Empire.


A. When the Western half fell, the Byzantine Empire remained

II. Constantinople - Capital


A. Located on the  _________________, a strait which linked the Mediterranean and ______________ Seas.


B. Controlled access to trade routes linking Europe and  ______________.

           C. Protected on 3 sides by water and had an excellent  __________________.

III. Economy:


A. Wealthy from _________________


B. Cultural _____________________

IV. Government – ruled by an _____________ – a ruler with complete authority.

    A. Ruler had political & spiritual authority (He appointed the Patriarch of the

        ________________________________ Church

    B. ___________________ – ruled 527-565 AD

         1.  Goal: to restore the _____________________ through military victories.

               a. only partially successful – he added 10,000 miles in 7 years.

         2. Beautification of Constantinople – Builds ___________________   (Church of Holy Wisdom)

         3. __________________________ – Corpus Juris Civilis – 

              a. collected, revised & organized Roman Law

              b. adopted by Church and other rulers as system of law

              c. He was helped by his powerful wife, ____________________

V. Religion – Eastern Orthodox Church. A. Differences with Roman Catholicism

	ROMAN CATHOLICISM
	EASTERN (GREEK) ORTHODOX

	Headed by __________________
	Headed by ________________ (chosen by Emperor)

	Priests cannot get _____________________


	Priests can get ____________________

	Language: ________________


	Language: _____________

	_____________ – most important holiday


	_______________– most important holiday 
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    B. 1054 – _______________ (permanent split) between the two churches over the use of _____________ (religious images)

VI.  Decline of Byzantine Empire

     A. _______________________________ wear down the empire

     B. ______________________ – Constantinople was attached by Western European

         Crusaders

VII. Legacy (lasting contributions) of Byzantine Empire

     A. Maintained __________________________ heritage

     B. Blended ____________________ beliefs, _______________________ culture

     C. Preserved ______________________ works

     D. __________________ state: that protected Western Europe from invaders

     E. ________________________ – set examples for later legal codes
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