Engineering an Empire-Byzantium:  Video Worksheet
Directions:  While watching the video, please answer the following questions.
1. Why did the Byzantine people call themselves “Romanos?”  

2. How was Constantine described in the video?  Provide a piece of evidence to back up the argument. 

3. Based on the video, how did Christianity influence Constantine’s behavior?  The narrators imply that Constantine wasn’t a true convert to the religion-- why then would he convert?  (You need to think about this on your own!)

4. What basic resource did residents in Constantinople lack?  How did the government solve this problem, and how was that a way to connect to the heritage of Rome? (After you are done answering this question, skip to minute 11 in the video. Watch from 11:00-19:30).  

5. How did Byzantine rulers/government plan to deal with the threat of invaders? Which group threatened them the most?

6. What geographic “obstacle” made it difficult for the Byzantines to carry out their plan?  How did they solve this problem?  How else did they plan for the invasion? Stop around 19:30 when you are done answering this question, and skip to 21:30.
7. Why was Theodora a controversial empress?  

8. How did Justinian try to reflect Roman ideas/heritage? Cite specific policies he enacts or actions he takes.  (Hint: Focus on foreign policy and entertainment—be specific in your answer!)
9. How did Justinian want to respond to the Nika riots? How did Theordora want to respond?  
10. Describe the actions Justinian ends up taking with the Nika revolters.  What does he do later to try to change his public image?  

11. Describe how the Hagia Sophia was constructed and cite specific engineering techniques that were used. 

12. How did Justinian’s military campaigns hurt the Byzantine empire?  

