Discussion Questions

1. What was the status of life in Europe in terms of faith, technology, and trade before the Plague arrived? 

2. Where do historians believe the Plague originated? What were the primary methods of its transmission? 

3. What changes in society do you think could have played a role in the rapid spread of the Plague? 

4. Do you think the spread of the Plague was inevitable? If not, what could have been done to prevent its spread, and by whom? 

5. What was the philosophy of the “flagellants”? Why do you think their method of dealing with the Plague was appealing to so many people?

 6. What were some of the explanations people gave for what the Plague was and why it had arrived? Which reason do you think would have made the most sense to you at the time? 

7. Why do you think so many Europeans blamed others for the Plague? What does this say about their understanding of disease? 

8. In what ways did the Plague alter the relationship between humans and their faith in God? Explain your answer. 

9. How did the Plague affect concepts of authority and social class? 

10. What sources have historians used in order to learn more about the Plague? Which of these sources do you think are the most accurate? Which do you think are the most revealing? 

11. What were the long-term ramifications of the Plague? How did it transform European society and medical knowledge? 

12. Do you think a disease as devastating as the Plague could spread today? Why or why not?
