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Elizabeth I (1533-1603) 

“Elizabeth kept matters of state very largely in her own hands, and generally consulted her councilors individually on the principle of divide and rule.  Here the happy accident of being a Renaissance woman stood her in good stead (position).  Had she not been a fine linguist, she would have been compelled to depend on her councilors to handle all relations with foreign countries, for no foreign ambassador spoke English.  She could carry on conversations with perfect ease in Latin, French and Italian…she was a good talker and could beat the subtlest diplomat (ambassador) at his game of deception.”

Answer the following questions about Elizabeth I:

1. From this reading, explain how she was a “Renaissance woman.”

2. How did her policies reflect Machiavellian ideals? Give specific examples.

3. How do you think a foreign ambassador would have felt in the presence of Queen Elizabeth I?  Why?
