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Henry VIII (to advisor):  What am I going to do?  I have been married to my wife, Catherine, the old ball and chain for 18 years and she as not produced any male heirs for me.  I only have one child, Mary, to show for all these years of hard work.

Advisor:  That is easy, just ask the Pope for an annulment.

Henry VIII: Great idea.  Text a message to the Pope telling him to make the arrangements.  He likes me.  He just gave me the cool title, “Defender of the Faith” for making fun of that Luther character, who is causing all of those problems in Germany.

Advisor:  Right away, Sire.

Narrator: Advisor leaves.  In the meantime, Catherine’s nurse overhears the conversation and goes to tell Catherine of her husband’s plot against her.

Nurse:  (whispers the story into Catherine’s ear)

Catherine:  (while snapping) Oh no he didn’t!  My nephew Charles V, is the Holy Roman Emperor and I will get a note to him and tell him to have the Pope refuse the annulment.

Narrator:  Pope receives Henry’s text message.  Charles receives Catherine’s letter. They set up a meeting to talk.

Pope:  I received a text message from King Henry of England, with an unusual request.  He wants me to grant an annulment between him and your Aunt Catherine.

Charles V:  I am aware of the situation.  Under what circumstances does he deserve this annulment?

Pope:  He says that it is Catherine’s fault that they do not have any male babies and he wishes to get rid of her.

Charles V: For the stability of the relationship between the Roman lands and the Catholic Church, I highly advise you to refuse his request.  Do I make myself clear?

Pope:  Yes, very.

Narrator:  The Pope sends a message to Henry VIII, refusing his annulment.

Henry VIII (to advisor):  Now what do we do?  I need to have a male baby in order to keep control of the throne!

Advisor:  Well, the members of Parliament have been hearing a lot about this whole Protestant Reformation trend that is going on.  I am sure Parliament could be persuaded into making the transition.

Henry VIII: What a fabulous idea!  If I set up my own church then I will control all of England.  All the land that is now owned by the Catholic Church will be ours (evil laugh).  I will now longer have to do whatever the Pope says, for fear of being excommunicated.  But how do you think the people will feel about it?
Advisor:  I think they will be fine with it.  We will keep their taxes low, because we have all of this new wealth and well will not change the religion much, just the name of the Church.  And because of Johann, we can print an English Bible.

Henry VIII: Sounds great! Let’s do it!  Oh yea, what to do about Catherine?  And who shall I marry next?

Advisor:  I hear that if we lock her in a tower, she will die.  Let’s try that!  Why don’t you marry her lady in waiting Ann Boleyn?

Henry VIII: Very well, plan a wedding feast right away.  All of this plotting makes me hungry.

Narrator:  Ann Boleyn gave Henry a second daughter, Elizabeth.  Henry married four more times until he finally received a male son, Edward.  Tune in next time for…as the Tudors Turn…
