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I. Those Macedonians 

A. _______________________ 359 BCE became king of __________________________ 
1.  ____________________________________________________________ 
B. Alexander the Great-Philip’s son-356-323BCE.

 1. ___________________________________: tutored by Aristotle 

2. __________________________________________ 
3. Ruthless yet _______________________________
C. Conquest 

1. Conquered ___________________________ 331 BCE (Greece, Persia & Egypt) 

2. India Conquest _________________________ 
3. Empire ________________________ after his ________________________. 

D. Legacy: 

1. ________________________________________________________________________ 
2. ____________________________: Blended ideas of __________________________________________

_____________________________________
3. Alexandria, __________________________: _______________________________. 

a. ___________________-440 foot light house-7 wonders

b. _____________________________________________: center of learning Later burnt down. 

Under the leadership of Alexander the Great, Macedonians and Greeks united to invade and conquer the Persian Empire.  The ancient historian Diodorus of Siciliy gave this account of Alexander’s destruction of the Persian palace at Persepolis:

“While they (Alexander’s victorious forces) were feasting and the drinking was advanced, as they began to be drunken a madness took possession of the minds of the intoxicated guests.  At this point one of the women present, Thais by name and Athenian by origin, said that for Alexander it would be the finest of all his feats in Asia if he…set fire to the palaces, Promptly many torches were gathered…Thais was the first, after the king, to hurl her blazing torch into the palace.  As the others all did the same, immediately the entire palace area was consumed.”

~Library of History, Diodorus Siculus

In the conquered lands, Greeks and non Greeks formed a new society in what was known as the Hellenistic Era.

What was the significance of this destructive act? ________________ 
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Macedonia was a mountain kingdom in the north of Greece.  In 338 BCE, King Philip of Macedonia conquered all of the city-states to the south.  Alexander the Great, his son, often wept that his father, who was a great general, did so many great things there would be nothing left for him.  Alexander later went on to conquer the Persian Empire and parts of India.  

Alexander was the first person in history to prove that killing lots of people is easy if you put your mind to it.  Killing ran in the family.  His father, Philip II, demonstrated a talent for killing Greeks.  It is said, his mother, Olympias, who worshipped snakes, had the young children of one of her husband’s other wives roasted live over an open fire.  He murdered rivals to the throne and became king at age twenty.  The Greek city-states were not happy being ruled by Macedonia, but quickly learned to obey rather than face the harsh consequences.

In 334 BCE he invaded and conquered the Persian Empire by killing 110,000 Persians with an army of 35,000 men (this might be an exaggeration).    Next he went to defeat Egypt and Mesopotamia.  While in Egypt, he founded the city of Alexandria.  Alexander also appreciated the art of learning.  Aristotle was Alexander’s tutor.  Alexander spread Greek culture to many parts of the world.  The conquered people learned Greek ways and the Greeks learned the ways of the conquered.  A new Hellenistic culture arose.  It blended Greece, Persian, Egyptian and Indian culture.  Talk about cultural diffusion!  Women gained rights during the Hellenistic period.  

The city of Alexandria, Egypt, was at the heart of the Hellenistic civilization.  Its location made it a major market place of the empire.  People from many nations met there.  Alexandria was also a center of learning, with a museum, libraries and a zoo.  Its 440-foot-tall lighthouse was one of the wonders of the world.

He died in Babylon in 323 BCE, the cause is unknown, and possibly he was poisoned or partied too much after a two-day feast. His body was placed in a golden coffin and eventually taken to Alexandria where it was placed in a magnificent tomb.  Alexander’s empire fell apart soon after his death.  

True or False:  If false~put the correct answer in the space provided!

1. ____Alexander conquered the Persian Empire.____________________

2. ____Plato was Alexander’s tutor._______________________________

3. ____Hellenistic culture is a blend of Greek, Persian, Egyptian and Indian life.____________
4. ____Athens was the center of the Hellenistic age.______________________

5. ____Alexander’s empire lasted a long time after his death._______________

6.  List three characteristics of life in Alexandria, Egypt during this time.

a. 



b.



c. 

7. Was Alexander great?  Explain.
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