Paleo & Neolithic Ages

I.  Dawn of History. Origins of man: East Africa

A. Paleolithic Age: 2,000,000-10,000 B.C.

[image: image1.emf]1. Old Stone Age 

2. Nomads

3. Small population--but able to spread humans across earth
4. Hunters & gatherers

5.  Simple form of spoken language

6.  The first to use stone for tools

7.  Religion:


a. Buried their dead with possessions-belief in afterlife.

[image: image2.emf]b.  fire was sacred!

 8. Environmental factors led to…

a. wearing clothes made of animal skins

       
b. shelter in caves

       
 c. fire for warmth & cooking

       
 d. survival of the fittest

   9. Political: no established government or military
CLIMATE CHANGE

B. Neolithic Revolution: 10,000-3,200 B.C.

     1.  New Stone Age. 

[image: image3.wmf]     2. Farming Revolution--slash and burn
     3.  Social Life

a. settled, permanent villages

b.  developed along river valleys

c.  large population

d.  nuclear family emerges

e.  social class: Heterogeneous society-Job specialization!

     4.  Political: Tribal leaders control large populations and coordinate farming projects.

     5.  Economic:  Farming offered more steady source of food
[image: image4.wmf]6.  Fighting increased when food was scarce.

7. Warrior class develops.

a. This lowers women’s status

8.  Religion: becomes more complex.

9.  Technology:

a. Calendars

b. Wheel & plow

c. Architecture
d. Domesticated animals
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